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rhinogreenhouses.co.uk 
0800 694 1929 
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ere’s nothing quite like a Rhino. 
A greenhouse designed by 
rs ‘gardeners for gardeners, it has 
all the features you need to 

make growing plants a simple joy. 
The elegant structure belies its 
storm-defying strength, and each 
one has a 25-year guarantee so you 
can enjoy peace of mind and the 


peace of gardening. 
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Celebrate 


his month marks 30 years since the first issue of Gardens 
Illustrated magazine went on sale, in 1993. That was the 
year Queen Elizabeth II opened Buckingham Palace to 
the public for the first time, Jurassic Park was released 
in cinemas and, despite an ongoing recession, a band of 
determined garden lovers decided to create a different kind 
of magazine, for those just as interested, or more, in the art and 
craft of gardens, as in the practical aspects of gardening. 

The first edition featured articles by respected names 
including Penelope Hobhouse, Beth Chatto and Anna Pavord, 
who is still one of our valued contributing editors to this day. 
Over the course of 324 issues, there have been countless 
wonderful places, plants and people featured in these pages, but 
there have only ever been five editors of the magazine. Recently, 
we enjoyed gathering together to mark the occasion with a 
special portrait (below right). I think I speak for all of us when 
I say what a privilege, and pleasure, it is to hold this unique role. 

Three decades on, Gardens Illustrated is still going strong, 
with more readers than ever before and continued growth with 
exciting projects such as our new podcast, Talking Gardens 
(page 12). To celebrate, this issue we are taking a look back 
at the 30 landmark moments in gardening over the past 
30 years (page 33). 

But dont worry: you'll also find 
plenty of the beautiful gardens, 
exquisite plants and interesting 
people this magazine is, and has 
always been, known for, created 
for you by our exceptional team 
and talented contributors. 


Cre puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


Scan here or visit our website 
to discover more insights into 
30 years of places, plants 
and people in gardening 
gardensillustrated.com 
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Edinburgh Investment Trust offers a high-conviction portfolio of 40 to 50 
UK and international companies. The managers take a flexible approach 
to building the portfolio, exploiting different investment styles as they 
come in and out of fashion. 


° 


The portfolio managers consider 
the market environment and evolve 
weightings to growth, value and 
recovery companies accordingly. 


EDINBURGH 


INVESTMENT TRUST 


fe) 


They look for world-leading businesses 
that can grow profits and dividends 
over the next three to five years. 


(OAD 


For more information visit: 


edinburgh-investment-trust.co.uk 


ie) 


Portfolio manager James de Uphaugh, 
and his deputy Chris Field, lead the 
Liontrust Global Fundamental team 
that has worked together since 2002 
and has a strong track record over 
the long term. 


MANAGED BY 


LIONTRUST 


COURAGE - POWER - PRIDE 


Past performance is not a guide to future performance. The value of an investment and the income generated from 
it can fall as well as rise and is not guaranteed. Capital at risk. This marketing communication does not form part of 
a direct offer or invitation to purchase securities. Before making an investment decision, you should familiarise yourself 
with the different types of specific risks associated with the Edinburgh Investment Trust (EIT). This information can 
be found on www.edinburgh-investment-trust.co.uk. This advertisement is a financial promotion under the Financial 
Services and Markets Act 2000 which has been approved and issued by Liontrust Fund Partners LLP (2 Savoy 
Court, London, WC2R OEZ), authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN 518165) 
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Artistry of nature In French 
Flanders, Emmanuel de Quillacq 
has created a contemporary 
garden inspired by the 

region's art and traditions 
Room for a view Stefano 
Marinaz’s clever planting 

and styling brings the beauty 
of nature into full view for the 
owners of this urban garden 
Colour magic Irish artist TJ 
Maher paints with planting 
throughout the year, but in 
spring, colour comes in the 
form of hundreds of tulips 
Flow of ideas Designer Todd 
Longstaffe-Gowan has brought 
some of the romance of 

the Tuscan hills to a dramatic 
garden in the Cotswolds 
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Plantsperson’s favourites 

Asa Gregers-Warg, head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants & Gardens, chooses 

her top ten plants for April 
Plant profile: Ranunculus 
Head gardener Tom Brown 
looks at some of the beautiful 
florist's cultivars ushering in 

a new era of spring colour for 
containers and borders 
Natural selection Alys 

Fowler goes to Twelve Nunns 
Nursery in Lincolnshire to find 
out how it took 20 years to 
develop its three new 
Erythronium cultivars 

Sow where they grow Sowing 
seeds direct is an easy and 
bother-free way to bring colour 
to your garden. Three experts 
suggest some of the best 
flowers to sow this spring 
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30 landmark moments 

The pivotal events and people 
that have shaped the past three 
decades of gardening and design 
Gardening talent Meet 

Sam Hickmott, the National 
Trust's youngest head gardener 
Who's who Gemma Jerome, the 
director of Building with Nature, 
on the need to put nature at the 
heart of development 

Grass roots Bio-designer Zena 
Holloway creates organic fabric 
fashioned from wheatgrass 

True colours Is our columnist 
Alice Vincent ready to go full 
Monty with her colour schemes? 
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97 
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103 


Design news Manchester's 
new city-centre public park 
Hidden depths How artful 
sculpting transformed a sloping 
garden into an immersive space 
Sourcebook Nine of the 

best garden swing seats 
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Welcome 

Contributors 

Dig in This month: news 

of an exhibition by printmaker 
Angie Lewin, and Gardens 
Illustrated's new podcast 

Kitted out For keeping chickens 
Subscription offer 

Save when you subscribe 

to the digital edition of 

Gardens Illustrated 

Books New books that explore 
cut flowers and kitchen gardens 
Crossword and back issues 
Next issue What's coming 

up in May 


By. planting hundreds.of.bulbs 

each autumn, Irish artist TJ Maher 

ensures his garden is awash with 
‘colour come spring, page 66. 


Subscribe 
& save 

take out a digital 
subscription to 


Gardens Illustrated 
SEE PAGE 24 


COVER IMAGE 


Jardin du Mont des 
Récoletts by Annaick 
Guitteny (page 40) 


ON THE COVER 


Celebrating 30 years, page 33 
Blossom & bulbs, pages 40, 
58, 66, 84 and 98 
Ranunculus, page 50 

Nature in view, page 58 

Easy blooms, page 90 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


+ Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 24 

+ Save up to £75 on a selection of 
the choicest erythroniums from 
specialist Twelve Nunns Nurseryt 
— page 117 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 

This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
inyour kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 
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GARDEN DESIGN 
TRAINING FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


Find out more about our inspirational 
design training at Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, RHS Garden Wisley 
and online. 


Our Diploma and other professional 
development programmes are delivered 
from our home in Royal Botanic Gardens 
Kew with a real-time, online option for 
those wishing to study with us from 
home. In 2023 we also have an 
expanded short course programme for 
professionals and garden enthusiasts at 
all our training centres and online. 


Visit our website Iegd.org.uk to see how 
our students are creating successful 
garden design careers and discover a 
course that is right for you. 


1 LONDON 
COLLEGE 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


+44 (0)1483 762955 info@lcgd.org.uk 
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James Compton Justin Foulkes Arthur Parkinson 
Botanist James has Justin photographs Arthur chooses the 
checked our pages for talented gardener Sam _ est seeds to sown situ, 
all of our 30 years. Hickmott, page 39. page 90. “Scattering 
“Tve had the pleasure “It would be difficult seeds directly results 
of being a part of the not to be excited by ina wild romance 
excellent Gardens Sam's plans for the to any garden and 
Illustrated magazine garden at Lytes Cary. some even flourish 
throughout and have __ I’m looking forward to within the cracks of 

learned a great deal.” _ seeing how it develops.” a patio’s paving” 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


James Basson 
James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
specialising in low-maintenance and dry gardens. He is a fervent advocate 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best in Show in 2017. 


Fergus Garrett 
Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
programmes at Dixter and worldwide lectures. He was awarded an RHS 
Associate of Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


Anna Pavord 
Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent's gardening 
correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


Dan Pearson 
Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers. Eight of his gardens, 
including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards and he 
was awarded Best in Show for his garden at Chelsea in 2015. He was awarded 
an OBE in the 2022 New Year Honours for services to horticulture. 


Sarah Price 
Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who gained 
worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic 
Park. She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012 and 2018, and was GMG Garden 
Columnist of the Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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GARDENWEA 


Gardening trousers with 
stab-proof pockets and 
waterproof kneepads 


www.genus.gs 
CALL US ON 0203 617 1166 


® The 
Hort 


Endorsed by 


Alliance Trust 


INVESTING FOR GENERATIONS 


ARE YOU 
PART OF 
THE 71%? 


Only a third of us feel confident 
that we’re patient enough. 


71% of us wish we were more patient in at least one 
aspect of our lives. But far from being a virtue, patience 
has real-world value, too. Our research shows that those 
who consider themselves patient have over 1.5 times 
more in investments than impulsive investors.! 


We've found that investors who remained invested sy 
through the ups and downs could have built up a 
Patience Pot worth as much as £192k over 30 years.” e 


So if you want to make the most of your investments, 
it could pay to choose an investment trust that truly 
understands the value of patience. 


Find out why now is the right time to start 
profiting from patience with Alliance Trust. 
alliancetrust.co.uk/patience 


1. Alliance Trust conducted a survey via Opinium Research, January 2022. 
2. The Profit from Patience Report, Alliance Trust, September 2022 alliancetrust.co.uk/patience 


When investing, your capital is at risk. The value of your investment may rise or fall as a result of market 
fluctuations and you might get back less than you invested. TWIM is the authorised Alternative Investment 
Fund Manager of Alliance Trust PLC. TWIM is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


Alliance Trust PLC is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is registered in Scotland No SC1731. 
Registered office: River Court, 5 West Victoria Dock Road, Dundee DD1 3uT. Alliance Trust PLC is not 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and gives no financial or investment advice. 


A GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 


TRANSFORM 
YOUR GARDEN 


An expert guide to garden design 


M ae i me cere OF YOUR OUTDOOR SPACE 


This special edition features advice 
on designing your garden from the 
world’s top garden designers, including 
top tips for redesigning your plot or 
creating a new garden from scratch. 


and how to Discover eight inspirational gardens 
avoid them ; a 
Td in town and country, and beautiful 
: Hh WWE 4\ planting ideas for year-round colour. 
\ in 


paving, slopes, ~ My 
water anda F%, ! Learn how to make the most of a small 


wildtlowers7a space, how to cope with a slope, and 
the ten most common mistakes people 
make, according to professional garden 


Real BS spivationt Jar stylish « 3 x designers, and how to avoid them. 


eS AA / i, Cj 7 eg Enjoy insights on everything 

4 : from paths and parking spaces to 
wildflowers and water features, so 
that you can be confident in starting 
to create the garden of your dreams. 


for colour all year 
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A GARDENS ILLUSTRATED SPECIAL EDITION 


Order your copy today 


*Price applies to UK orders only. Overseas prices, including postage, are £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. 
Transform Your Garden will be on sale from 30 March 2023 and copies will be mailed from this date. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
*UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed-line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free-minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 
Outside of inclusive or free-call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, and 9am-Ipm Saturday. 


Dont just read Gardens IIlustrated... 


Listen to it too 


Discover our new podcast with top garden guests 


Listen to 
Talking Gardens 


by scanning this QR code 
with your phone camera 
link.chtbl.com/TalkingGardens 


PODCAST IMAGE BY JASON INGRAM 


House & Gardens 


Sarah Price 


Award-winning 
garden designer 


Fergus Garrett 


Head gardener, Great Dixter 
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Tom Stuart-Smith 


Internationally renowned 
garden designer 


id 


Alice Vincent 
Garden writer, author and 
Gardens Illustrated columnist 


Head gardener, Sissinghurst 
Castle Garden 


You can find Talking Gardens on Apple Podcasts, Google, Spotify, Acast 
and all good podcast providers. Subscribe so you never miss an episode. 


“When you have swum in natural water I think you 
develop a love of it. Then you want to replicate it in 
your garden. It’s like wild swimming — but your very 
own wild swimming experience where no-one else 
is going to disturb you.” 


Rowena Moore - East Sussex 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, london N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 


Perennial’s Gardens 


By visiting you're part of a lifeline helping 
anyone working with plants, trees, flowers and grass. 


@Clive Nichols © Richard Bloom wt - @ Clive Nichols 


This one-acre masterpiece is a An award-winning, tranquil seven- The gardens - created from a bare 
garden for all seasons, divided into acre creation. Light dappled field - were begun in 1974 and have 
14 unique garden rooms, each woodland with a plantsman’s continued to evolve ever since. They 
with their own character. A Grade Il collection of shrubs, perennials, lilies are the result of a happy marriage 
national heritage garden recognised | and marginal plants are enhanced between Sir Roy Strong CH and his 
as a 2022 Tripadvisor Travellers’ by the waters of the River Lark and late wife Julia Trevelyan Oman CBE. 
Choice award winner. Culford Stream. 
Booking essential No booking required 


Back Church Lane, Leeds LS16 8DW West Stow, Bury St Edmunds IP28 6HD 


Booking essential 
Laskett Lane, Much Birch, HR2 8HZ 


Our gardens are open from April to October. Please check our website for details. 


“Beautiful gardens do wonders for 
© For further information our wellbeing. But, if we need 
about Perennial and i more support than nature can 
our gardens please visit provide, all of us who work in 
perennial.org.uk horticulture can turn to Perennial.” 


Alan Titchmarsh, MBE 
President of Perennial 


Our gardens have been When you visit, you're not just . 
generously gifted to Perennial, enjoying the scenery, you're part Helping people 
the only UK charity dedicated of a lifeline. With the funds we 


vr in horticulture 
to helping everyone working raise through our gardens, those He | 
in horticulture. in need can bloom again. 


DIG IN 


What's new, what's growing and what's going on this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


Brushes with nature 


Well-known printmaker Angie Lewin is exhibiting more than 40 of her watercolour 
paintings in a solo exhibition at The Scottish Gallery in Edinburgh this month. 

Wild Garden features paintings that draw inspiration from the wildflowers found in 
the landscapes where she has lived and worked, including the North Norfolk coast 
and, currently, the Scottish Highlands. The exhibition, which runs until 29 April, also 
incorporates still life paintings depicting her growing collection of ceramics. 
angielewin.co.uk 
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Talking point 


SHOULD YOU 
MIST YOUR 
HOUSEPLANTS? 


We're often advised to mist indoor 
plants to avoid the brown leaf tips and 
crispy leaves associated with dry air, 
but recently this has been challenged. 
In Not Another Jungle (DK, £16.99), 
which is reviewed in our next issue, 
houseplant expert Tony Le-Britton 
(above) states: ‘It's often claimed that 
misting plants will increase the relative 
humidity in the direct environment 
around them, but unless the plants are 
growing in an enclosed area, such as a 
terrarium or greenhouse, this is not the 
case: Dr Stuart Farrimond, author of 
The Science of Gardening (DK, £20), 
observes: ‘On dry winter days, water 
droplets may only linger for ten to 15 
minutes, meaning that hourly spraying 
would be needed to have any impact. 
Sarah Gerrard-Jones, author of The 
Plant Rescuer (Bloomsbury, £16.99), is 
no fan of misting either, warning that it 
may increase the risk of infection. 
+ Find out more about misting or not at 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
mistinghouseplants 


Flower Arranging Polyculture Capturing the 
1 Workshop Workshop Garden 
Join Thomas Broom- Learn about this holistic Join celebrated 
Hughes for a workshop approach to edible garden photographer 
in spring flower arranging gardening with author Eva Németh for a one-day 


masterclass in garden 
photography, at York Gate 
Garden in Yorkshire. 
Friday 28 April, 10am- 
4pm, £185. ysgd.co.uk 


at Petersham Nurseries 
in Richmond, Surrey. 
Tuesday 18 April, 
Nam-1.30pm, £95. 
petershamnurseries. 
com 


and gardener Alys Fowler, 
at Damson Farm in 
Somerset. Friday 28 April, 
10am-4pm, £120. 
alisonjenkins.co.uk 


50N INGRAM 


PODCAST IMAGE BY JAS 


DIG IN NEWS 


A bug's eye view 
The newly revamped Insectarium at Espace pour la vie 
(Space for Life) in Montreal, Canada, aims to reinvent our 
relationship with insects through an immersive sensory 
experience. The use of glass offers extensive views out over 
the gardens surrounding the building, while an underground 
tour route mimics an insect's habitat and allows visitors to 
see the world as if they were an insect. Designed by Kuehn 
Malvezzi, Pelletier de Fontenay and Jodoin Lamarre Pratte, 
the new structure also includes a vivarium to observe living 
insects up close. espacepourlavie.ca 


In our new podcast Talking Gardens, editor Stephanie 
Mahon asks top guests from the world of gardening to 
describe their dream gardens. Discover why Fergus 
Garrett of Great Dixter would want a huge lump of rock 
in his fantasy garden and why designer Sarah Price left 
fine art for garden design. Season | also features Tom 
Stuart-Smith, Alice Vincent, James Wong, Jekka 
McVicar, Troy Scott Smith and Charlie Harpur. 

Listen now at link.chtbl.com/TalkingGardens 


OPEN DAY AT 
OPERA GARDENS 


The beautiful gardens surrounding 
Glyndebourne opera house are opening to 
visitors for one day on 22 April. Explore 12 
acres of managed gardens including the 
= calmand restful Figaro Garden, inspired by 
5 the last act of The Marriage of Figaro; the 
© Lake Garden with its ornamental cherries; 
and the sunken Bourne Garden, planted 
c with exotic and tropical plants. Entry is £10 
> and can be booked at glyndebourne.com 


You can find lots more 
events to enjoy this 
month by going to our 
online diary. Scan this 
QR code with your 
phone camera or go to 
gardensillustrated. 
com/events 
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DIG IN NEWS 


OAK INITIATIVE 


Gardens Illustrated is not alone in celebrating its 30th anniversary this year; 
Gaze Burvill has launched 100 limited-edition benches to mark 30 years of 
creating garden furniture. ‘Amity’ is made from locally sourced British oak, and 
sales support Action Oak, an initiative to protect native oak trees. Choose from 
two-seater (£2,520) and three-seater (£2,880) benches. gazeburvill.com 


New secateurs This spring Niwaki is 
launching a new type of secateurs that are 
delivered in a canvas holster with no 
ackaging or plastic. The Daikiba secateurs 
£59) are made from SLD steel and are 
perfect for finer pruning jobs. niwaki.com 


18 gardensillustrated.com APRIL 2023 


PORTABLE LANTERNS 


LUXURY 
The Muse Portable Lamp, 
£275, Tala, 07700 170343, tala.co.uk 


AMBIANCE 
Extreme Lounging B Bulb, Small, 
£49.99, Maze Living, 01440 710673, mazeliving.co.uk 


cosy 
Sponge 20 LED To Go Portable Lantern, 
£72.95, Nordlux, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 


iO} oo Discover awide range 


=  oflanterns by scanning 
; Cy this QR code with your 
phone camera, or visit 
ol gardensillustrated.com 
" /lanterns 


Ph. Julie Skelton 


Craftsman-made in Hampshire for your garden, a new seat in English Oak, 


Amity 


01420 588444 
www.gazeburvill.com 
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MADE IN BRITAIN, 
A FAVOURITE WORLDWIDE 


@ Mow over for a perfect edge 


i ® Interlocks for strong joints 


@ Bends easily 
to virtually 
any shape 


@ Galvanised steel available 
in brown, slate, black, 
green or unpainted 


@ Also available 
in CorTen 


UNRIVALLED Made in 
TN OUALITY. Britain 


AND SERVICE INVENTED 


AND 
DESIGNED 


Gardeners across the world have discovered 
that the quality and unobtrusive beauty of 
EverEdge lawn edging lasts and lasts 


EVEREpcE 


@ SAVES HOURS OF TEDIOUS EDGING WORK 


@ SIMPLE TOINSTALL @ LASTS ALIFETIME 


“ Planters AS Rings 
Edging al 
Nolatntststatatatetntalatetat: 


Call for full details on 01630 417120 
See them all at 


www.everedge.co.uk 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KITTED OUT 


For keeping chickens 


MPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


1 Eglu Go UP Chicken Coop and Run, green, 2m, from £559, 01295 500900, omlet.co.uk 2. Emperor Poultry and Game 
Feeder, 70L, £106.56, 01300 345229, flytesofancy.co.uk 3. HempBed-E Poultry Bedding, 15kg bag, £16.80, 01300 345229, flytesofancy.co.uk 
4. Bobbi Wellington Boot, pear green, £79.95, uk.merrypeople.com 5. The Wagon Chicken Coop, £895, 01963 371563, nestera.co.uk 
6. Reusable Egg Box, half a dozen, green and dark grey, £8.50 each, 01244 680501, aplaceforeverything.co.uk 7. Wobekuy Chicken 
Swing Toy, wood, £13.15, amazon.co.uk 8. Pendant Peck Toy Hanging Treat Dispenser, £8.95, 01295 500900, omlet.co.uk 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


1. Borough Egg Rack, beech wood, £22, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 2. Galvanised Poultry Bucket Drinker, 12L, £26.75, littlepeckers.co.uk 
3. Eton Metal Scraper, £14.50, 01884 860084, shop.bhwt.org.uk 4. Fine Oystershell Grit, £5.75 for 2.5kg, 0800 085 4865, arkwildlife.co.uk 
5. WiFi Camera for Chicken Coop, £99, 01963 371563, nestera.co.uk 6. Hopewood Handmade Willow Basket, £85, 0333 400 5200, toa.st 
7. Aluminium Feed Scoops, from £4.49, 01884 860084, shop.bhwt.org.uk 8. Galvanised Metal Dustbin and Lid, 80L, £29.48, toolstation.com 
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MONMOUTH » PETERSFIELD + PRIMROSE HILL 


, ‘ TUNBRIDGE WELLS - WEYBRIDGE » WILMSLOW 


Buy online mandarinstone.com 
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beautiful gardens alive with spring colour | 


A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
EXPERIENCE 
NOW 


buysubscriptions.com/ 


gardensillustrated 
Download on the 
« App Store 
GET IT ON 
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This superb hybrid between C. dumosa 
and C. ‘Aztec Pearl’ suits even the smallest 
ae garden with its compact size and neat 
habit. It’s a fairly recent addition to our 
Gravel Garden, where it has taken a couple 
of years to form a waist-high evergreen 
dome of deeply cut, palmate foliage. Aptly 
named, it produces an abundant display 
of starry-white, scented flowers in spring 
and early summer, often repeating again 
in early autumn. It appears less prone to 
frost damage than the larger-growing 
C. ternata and requires little or no 
pruning to keep its shape. AGM*. 


Height and spread 1-1.5mx1-1.5m. 
Origin Garden (species USA, Mexico). 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b?. 
Season of interest April — May. 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants & Gardens in Essex 
bethchatto.co.uk 


THERMOPSIS LANCEOLATA 


This striking legume brings a burst of 
colour to the borders in late spring by 
sending up a mass of lupin-like spikes 

of lemon-yellow flowers. A tough and 
adaptable perennial that can withstand 
temperatures down to -20°C, it has also 
proven very drought resistant during 
recent summer heatwaves. It’s clump 
forming, so unlike other species it doesn’t 
run, instead making a large mound of 
trifoliate foliage. It works well with salvias, 
geraniums and ornamental grasses, 
bringing colour and adding interest later 
in the season. Like other deep-rooted 
perennials, it dislikes being moved. 


Height and spread 1m x 50cm. 
Origin Eurasia from Russia to Japan. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun 
or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 2a-7b. 
Season of interest April — May. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


As spring progresses, head gardener Asa Gregers-Warg takes pleasure in the unfurling 
crosiers of an Asian fern and the ever-changing colours ofa perennial wallflower 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


TIARELLA CORDIFOLIA 


Plants such as trachystemons, vincas and 
symphytums all do a superb job of 
covering the ground quickly, but they 
can also smother their less-vigorous 
neighbours, whereas this foam flower is 
happy to mingle. It’s indispensable in a 
shade garden where its dainty, star-shaped 
flowers appear like a frothy white haze. It 
forms a low, apple-green carpet, often 
taking ona bronze tint in winter. If space 
is limited, cump-forming, non-trailing 
cultivars, such as T. ‘Spring Symphony’ 
and T. ‘Sugar and Spice’, can make 

a better choice. AGM. 


Height and spread 20-30cm x 50cm. 
Origin Southeastern North America. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
partial to full shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season of interest April — May; 
attractive foliage year round. 


PRUNUS TENELLA ‘FIRE HILL 


Eye-catching when in bloom, this cultivar 
of the dwarf Russian almond bears a mass 
of small, deep rose-pink flowers on 
upright shoots formed the previous year. 
The woody stems are clothed in narrow, 
dark-green foliage, appearing at the same 
time as the flowers. It spreads by suckering 
shoots, especially when grown on light 
soil. Trim back shoots immediately after 
flowering to encourage bushier growth 
and take out some of the old growth to the 
ground. If necessary, remove suckering 
shoots to control the spread. We also grow 
the paler-coloured straight species. 


Height and spread 60cm-1.2m x 1.5m. 
Origin Garden (species Europe and Asia). 
Conditions Not fussy about soil as long 
as it’s well drained; full sun to part shade, 
but prefers a sunny spot. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5b. 

Season of interest April — May. 
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LUNARIA ANNUA VAR. 
ALBIFLORA 


The white-flowered form of honesty is a 
stunning sight when grown en masse in 
dappled shade, though a few escapees can 
make equally enchanting pictures — last 
year it appeared for us in a carpet of forget- 
me-nots beneath a Judas tree, echoing the 
pure-white blossom of nearby Exochorda x 
macrantha ‘Niagara’. Biennial and easy to 
grow, even in dry shade, it performs best 
when sown in situ, as the long tap roots 
don’t transplant well. The seedpods work 
well in arrangements if you're patient 
enough to peel off the casings. AGM. 


Height and spread 90cm x 30cm. 
Origin Southern Europe. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; sun 

or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest April — May, followed 
by seedpods. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


UVULARIA GRANDIFLORA 


A subtle woodland beauty from the 
deciduous, moist woodlands of east North 
America. The bright-yellow flowers are 
shaped like elongated bells and held on 
nodding stems where they gracefully 
dangle like large earrings. Commonly 
known as merrybells, this herbaceous 
perennial grows from rhizomes and forms 
a tight clump. Susceptible to slug and snail 
damage, so keep an eye on the plants early 
in the season. Uvularia grandiflora 
‘Pallida’ has the same long, pointed, 
twisting tepals but its primrose-yellow 
flowers splay open more widely 

and bloom a few weeks later. AGM. 


Height and spread 30cm x 30cm. 
Origin Eastern North America. 
Conditions Humus-rich soil; partial 
to full shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season of interest April — May. 


ORONTIUM AQUATICUM 


The golden club belongs to the large 
family of arums, Araceae. What sets it 
apart is the lack of spathe — the often 
showy, leaf-like bract protecting the 
spadix - which rapidly withers, giving 
the plant its distinct appearance. Long, 
white, pencil-thin stems protrude out of 
the water, surrounded by pointy, green 
leaves with a waxy, water-repellent 
surface. The tips of each stem look like 
they’ve been dipped in paint, and carry 
minute yellow blossom. Beth always 
used to say they made her think of a 
glowing cigarette, hence why I’ve always 
known it as the ‘cigarette plant’. 


Height and spread 50cm x 1m. 
Origin Eastern USA. 

Conditions Suits shallow parts 

of ponds and streams; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-10b. 
Season of interest Late April — June. 


Asa’s recommendations 
for places to see 
seasonal plants 

at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need tobe pre-booked. 


Not far from Bury St 
Edmunds, tucked away in 
a quiet corner of Suffolk 
that sits between the 
King's Forest and Lackford 
Lakes Nature Reserve, 
you'll find the tranquil 
gardens of Fullers Mill — 
an intimate plantsman's 
paradise that has evolved 
over time. 

When the late Bernard 
Tickner MBE, local head 
brewer, plantsman and 


conservationist, bought 
the pink riverside cottage 
in the late 1950s, there 
was no garden to speak of 
and the mill used for fulling 
(the thickening of cloth 

by beating it in water) 

was long gone. 

Over the following five 
decades, the seven-acre 
site was transformed into 
ahaven filled with choice 
plants, many of which 
came from gardening 


friends such as Beth 
Chatto. Situated on the 
banks of River Lark, 
meandering paths link 
the different areas 
between the top garden 
and waterside. 

Since 2013 the garden 
has been run by the 
horticultural charity 
Perennial, and opens on 
selected days from April to 
October. Fullers Mill, West 
Stow, Bury St Edmunds, 


Suffolk IP28 6HD. 
Tel 01284 728888, 
perennial.org.uk/garden/ 
fullers-mill-garden 

Half an hour's drive from 
Fullers Mill, across the 
border in Norfolk, you'll 
find The Plantsman's 
Preference, an excellent 
small nursery run by Tim 
Fuller, who specialises in 
hardy geraniums, woodland 
perennials, ornamental 
grasses (Tim holds the D> 
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OSMUNDA JAPONICA 


The unfurling of the Asian royal fern’s 
crosiers, wrapped in a fleecy coat as they 
first emerge, is one of the things I look 
forward to every year. Japanese anglers 
sometimes use the fuzzy fibres for tying 
fish hooks, while the fiddleheads of 
zenmai, as it is known in Japan, are 


popular to harvest for culinary purposes. 


Originating from moist woodlands, it 
needs a soil that isn’t too dry, although 
Ihave found it copes somewhat better 
with drought than the UK’s native royal 
fern, while also possessing a more open 
habit and slightly stouter appearance. 


Height and spread 1m x 60cm. 

Origin Asia, from Pakistan to Sakhalin 
and Indo-China. 

Conditions Moisture-retentive soil; 
partial to full shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 
Season of interest April — November. 


ERYSIMUM MUTABILE 


The irresistible charm of this perennial 
wallflower lies in its gradient colour 
change ~ it can have up to four different 
coloured blooms on the same stem at the 
same time. Flowers are yellow at first, as 
the dark-purple buds split open, turning 
the loveliest shades of dusky pink, coral 
and purple as they mature. Wallflowers 
left to their own devices tend to become 
straggly, so a light trim after flowering 
helps maintain a compact shape. In our 
light, free-draining soil they often last six 
to seven years before needing replacing 
but it’s wise to take a few cuttings in early 
spring as back-up. 


Height and spread 60cm x 50cm. 

Origin Crete. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4. 

Season of interest April — June, longer 
if regularly deadheaded. 


RUBUS SPECTABILIS 
‘FLORE PLENO’ 


From a distance, this pretty salmonberry, 
known to Beth as ‘Olympic Double’, could 
easily be mistaken for an early flowering 
rose. Its suckering nature makes it best 
suited for a wild corner of the garden 
where it won't overcrowd its neighbours. 
We grow ours at the edge of the Woodland 
Garden, where it has formed a generous 
thicket. It’s not particularly fussy about 
the soil, as long as it’s not waterlogged. 
Remove some of the old shoots after 
flowering to encourage new growth 

and trim the rest by half to strong buds. 


Height and spread 2m x 2m. 
Origin Garden (species western 
North America). 

Conditions Most soils; sun 

or dappled shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6. 

Season of interest April. 


[> National Collection of 
Molinia) and a range of 
more unusual herbaceous 
perennials. Also available 
via mail order. The 
Plantsman’s Preference, 
South Lopham, nr Diss, 
Norfolk IP22 2LW. Tel 01379 
710810, plantpref.co.uk 
Another great 
independent nursery 
well worth exploring 
is Daisy Roots in 
Hertfordshire. It's run by 


the talented Annie 
Godfrey, who has been 
designing gardens for 
more than two decades. At 
her nursery she grows an 
increasing range of 
interesting perennials and 
grasses, all guaranteed 
garden worthy and hardy. 
This year she will be 
holding a series of monthly 
talks and workshops at the 
nursery and in her private 
garden, with topics 


including propagation and 
how to make the best out 
of your garden. Always 
check opening times 
before travelling as Annie 
regularly attends plant 
fairs and shows. Daisy 
Roots, Jenningsbury, 
London Road, Hertford, 
Hertfordshire SG13 7NS. 
Tel 07958 563355, 
daisyroots.com 

Playing host toa 
magnificent collection of 


trees and flowering shrubs 
from across the world, 
Borde Hill, with its fine 
vistas of the surrounding 
West Sussex countryside, 
is well worth visiting any 
time of the year. 

Many of the plants in 
its collection are original 
plants collected by plant 
hunters, including George 
Forrest, EH Wilson and 
Frank Kingdon-Ward, who 
were sponsored by the 


garden's founder, Colonel 
Stephenson Robert Clarke. 
At this time of year, 
the dazzling displays of 
rhododendrons, azaleas, 
camellias, magnolias and 
gorgeous cherry blossom 
in the formal Garden and 
Woodland make the trip 
extra worthwhile. Borde 
Hill Lane, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex RH16 1XP. 
Tel 01444 450326, 
bordehill.co.uk 
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HEDGE TRIMMER. 
CORDLESS POWER. 
BY STIHL. 


Long working times, plenty of power and easy to use. Whether it’s 
mowing, sawing, trimming or clearing, the STIHL AK System has the 
flexibility to take on any challenge - all thanks to an interchangeable 
battery that can be used with any tool in the range. 


ONE BATTERY. MANY TOOLS. Find out more at shop.stihl.co.uk or your local STIHL Approved Dealer. 


CORDLESS POWER. BY STIHL. 
SYSTEM 
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As Gardens Illustrated turns 30, we look back over 
the past three decades at the 30 landmark moments that 
have transformed and defined gardening and gardens 


WORDS SORREL EVERTON AND VERONICA PEERLESS 
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Gardens Illustrated launches 


The first issue of new magazine Gardens 
Illustrated hit the newsstands in April 1993 
“ina flurry of excitement.” says launch 
editor Rosie Atkins. “Despite coming out 

of an economic recession, we assumed 

our readers had a garden (sometimes 

two), enjoyed travel and food, and cared 
about what they wore and what books 

they read. They were passionate about the 
environment and conservation, and | doubt 
much has changed.’ At first, the magazine 
was published bi-monthly, going monthly in 
1998. In the 30 years since that first edition, 
Gardens Illustrated has had only five editors, 
and has grown beyond the print publication 
to exciting new developments including our 
digital channels, and live and online events. 


Christo rips out 
the Rose Garden 


In 1994, when Great Dixter’s owner 
Christopher Lloyd and his imaginative new 
head gardener, Fergus Garrett, announced 
that they had ripped out the Rose Garden, 
designed by Edwin Lutyens, and were 
replacing it with an Exotic Garden, they 
shocked the horticultural establishment. 
The roses were not thriving due to rose 
replant disease, so they replaced them with 
plants that would give a tropical effect, such 
as dahlias, bananas and cannas. Christo 
died in 2006, and the garden is now run 

by a charitable trust, with our contributing 
editor Fergus at the helm, still pushing the 
boundaries of adventurous gardening. 
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The Dutch Wave hits the UK 


When landscape designers Brita von 
Schoenaich and Tim Rees organised a 
conference at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, in 1994 to look at new planting styles 
in Europe, they effectively launched what 
became known as the New Perennial 
Movement, or Dutch Wave, in the UK. 
The style, combining perennials and 
ornamental grasses, was pioneered by 
plantspeople including Dutch designer 
Piet Oudolf, and spread in popularity 
around the world. It has since evolved 
into naturalistic, ecological-focused 
planting, with layered schemes, inspired 
by plant communities in the wild. 


King Charles 
opens Highgrove 


HM The King purchased Highgrove in 1980 
as his family residence, and the then Prince 
of Wales took the opportunity to develop 
the gardens using organic principles. 

He consulted with the renowned garden 
designer Rosemary Verey and naturalist 
Miriam Rothschild to work up garden 
rooms, and in 1996, he opened it to the 
public for the first time. It has gone on to 
attract more than 30,000 visitors a year. 


Ground Force hits 
our screens 


In 1997, this garden makeover show, 
presented by Alan Titchmarsh, Charlie 
Dimmock and Tommy Walsh, came on TV, 
hot on the heels of its interior equivalent, 


* Christopher Bradley-Hole’s . 
modernist Latin Garden‘at the 1997 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 

__ by the life of the Roman poet; 


Changing Rooms. In each episode, the team 
transformed the garden of someone who 
had been nominated by friends or family in 
just two days. It became a huge ratings hit, 
attracting more than 12 million viewers at 
its peak, and was credited with prompting 
exponential sales of decking. 


Christopher Bradley-Hole’s 


modernist show garden 


The landscape designer's 1997 Latin 
Garden for The Telegraph is often cited as 
the greatest Chelsea show garden in living 
memory. It combined a modernist design 
with a naturalistic style of planting. 


Millennium Seed 


Bank opens 


This purpose-built building at Kew's 
Wakehurst site in Sussex, which opened in 
2000, houses more than 2.4 billion seeds 
from 97 countries, making it the largest 

and most diverse wild plant species genetic 
resource in the world. The aim is to bank the 
seeds safely and securely to conserve them 
for future reference and possible need. 


Online plant sales 


While mail order had been a much-valued 
service from nurseries for many years, it 
is only in the past two'decades that online 
garden retail has taken off. The online 
nursery Crocus opened in 2000. Set up by 
nurseryman Mark Fane and keen gardener 
Peter Clay, it took advantage of the rapidly 
rising popularity and convenience of 
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online browsing with improved courier 
services. Much of its visibility and success 
can be attributed to its work with leading 
designers such as Tom Stuart-Smith, 
Andy Sturgeon and Jinny Blom. 


Gardens Illustrated wins 
Best in Show at Chelsea 


In 2000, Piet Oudolf and Arne Maynard came 
together to create‘ Chelsea show garden 

for the magazine. It was a watershed year. 
“Up until that point a lot of Chelsea gardens 
were like flower arrangements,” says Arne. “If 
you had a yew hedge, the hedge was chicken 
wire around a frame with hundreds of yew 
branches pushed into it. But | really wanted to 
create a cloud hedge for our garden and so we 
grew it for two-and-a-half years ahead of the 
show. We were quite revolutionary in having 
areal hedge. | think it was one of the entries 
that changed the way gardens were viewed at 
Chelsea, and we did it on a very small budget.” 


— 
BBC Gardehers’ World 
lead presenter Monty Don. 


Monty Don becomes 
Gardeners’ World host 


Gardeners’ World first aired in 1968, and its 
popularity as a show has remained constant, 
with presenters enjoying a celebrity status 
unique to British gardening TV. Monty Don 
has hosted the show since 2003 (with a break 
from 2008 to 2011 while he recovered from a 
stroke). Viewers are familiar with his garden 
Longmeadow in Herefordshire, and his dogs. 


We dig no-dig 
Despite it being a long-recognised and 
practised method of cultivation, grower 
Charles Dowding can be credited with 
highlighting and legitimising no-dig 
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gardening in the UK. Now lauded as the 
‘no-dig guru’, Dowding published his first 
book on the topic: Organic Gardening: 
The Natural No-Dig Way in 2007. 


Garden Museum 


gets a rebrand 


The historic church St Mary-at-Lambeth 

in London has hosted exhibits of gardening 
memorabilia since 1977, originally as the 
Museum of Garden History. In 2006, 
progressive museum director Christopher 
Woodward took the helm and oversaw its 
transformation into the renamed Garden 
Museum, which opened in 2008. Recently, 
new spaces anda series of high-profile 
talks, events and exhibitions have put the 
museum firmly on the cultural map, forging 
collaborations and influencing policy 
thinking for the future. 


The High Line opens 


The first phase of this ground-breaking linear 
park opened in New York in 2009. Brought 
to life by landscape architecture firm James 
Corner Field Operations, design studio Diller 
Scofidio + Renfro and planting designer Piet 
Oudolf, the park occupies a 1.45-mile stretch 
of a disused raised railway line in Manhattan. 
As anexample of creating a public park 
from a neglected brownfield infrastructure, 
it has become a benchmark for subsequent 
similar projects and exemplifies what urban 
regeneration can achieve to the benefit of 
city dwellers and visitors alike. 


Gardens Mustrated’s Evolution garde: 
with its tapestry of perennials and'cloud*,» 


_ pruned hedging, wowed visitors and judges 


at the 2000. RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 


Instagram launches 


On 6 October 2010, the:online:image- 
sharing platform was launched. It now 
boasts more than one billion users and 
around 29 million posts include the 

word ‘gardening’ ina hashtag. It is also 

fair to say that it has contributed massively 
to the recent rise in the popularity of 
houseplants. Follow Gardens Illustrated 

on Instagram @gardens_illustrated 


Grow your own 

explodes (again) 
Home-grown fruit and veg saw a distinct 
upturn in 2010-12, with seed companies 
noting that vegetable seed sales had begun 
to outstrip those of flower seeds. Popularity 
has remained relatively steady with further 
flurries of interest during Covid lockdowns 
and the current cost-of-living crisis. 


Box caterpillar appears 


In 2011, some gardeners in the southeast 
had their box topiary reduced to bare 
skeletons, often in a matter of days. The 
box tree caterpillar had hitched a ride to 
Europe from Asia via imported plants, and 
has subsequently become a major pest 
throughout the UK. The twin threat of 

the caterpillar and box blight means that 
many gardeners are turning their backs 
on box and planting something new. Read 
about our suggested alternatives to box at 
gardensillustrated.com/box-alternatives 
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British flowers have 
a resurgence 


Gill Hodgson created Flowers from the 

Farm as a not-for-profit co-operative of 
British cut-flower growers in 2011. The 
organisation currently has around 1,000 
members stretching from the Scottish 
Highlands to the Isles of Scilly. British-grown 
cut flowers are now regularly showcased 

at royal weddings and celebrity events, and 
are promoted by many online influencers as 
the must-have flowers for our time, for both 
environmental and aesthetic reasons. 


Gardening at the Games 


As a showcase for the UK, the 2012 Games 
in London provided the opportunity to 
display our world-beating reputation for 
horticulture, led by pioneering plantspeople 
including James Hitchmough, Nigel Dunnett 
and Gardens Illustrated contributing 

editor Sarah Price, who created a series of 
sensational planting displays at the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park. 


The Chelsea Fringe launches 


Garden writer Tim Richardson dreamed up 
this alternative garden festival when lying 
in bed one morning on Chelsea week. Since 
2012, it has become a firm fixture on the 
horticultural calendar, and now reaches 
other cities in the UK and around the world, 
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including the USA, Japan, Slovenia and 
Sicily. It remains independent, unsponsored 
and run by volunteers. chelseafringe.com 


Plant of the Century chosen 


In 2013, as part of the Royal Horticultural 
Society's celebrations for the centenary of the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show, the public were 
asked to vote for their Plant of the Century 
and chose Geranium Rozanne (= ‘Gerwat’). 
First exhibited in 2000, this hardy geranium 
is still deservedly popular, offering large, 
saucer-shaped flowers in bright violet-blue. 


Sarah Eberle 
becomes Chelsea’s most 
decorated designer 


Having won Gold for not just one but two 
gardens at the 2015 RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, Sarah Eberle broke records when 
she achieved Gold again in 2016, and 
amassed the most awards for a designer 
ever at Chelsea. These included Best in 
Show for her extraordinary 2007 Life 

on Mars garden, a chillout space for 
astronauts. She currently has 20 

RHS Gold medals — nine from Chelsea. 


eee 


Chelsea's most decorated designer Sarah 
Eberle in her 2007 award-winning garden. 
Life on Mars explored the importance of our 
relationship with our environment. 


PAUL QUAYLE / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO 


ALEX LENTATI/EVENING STANDARD/SHUTTERSTOCK 


PAUL DEBOIS 


Association, almost three million people 
(nearly half of whom were under 45) took up 
gardening for the first time. Retailers had to 
adapt to the new circumstances quickly, as 
everybody was shopping online. 


RHS Bridgewater opens 


The RHS opened its fifth garden, 

RHS Bridgewater, in Salford, Greater 

Manchester in 2021 — its first in nearly two 

decades, and the only one it has ever built 
hae from scratch, to a masterplan by designer 

% 3 Tom Stuart-Smith. 


Celebrated plantswoman ¥ 


and garden designer Getes 


(Chatto in her Essex garden. 


Project Giving Back 


comes to the rescue 


In 2022, Project Giving Back was launched 
to support the design and construction 

of show gardens for charities at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show, and their subsequent 
relocation to permanent homes, with plans 
to fully fund 42 show gardens over three 
years. As aresult, new vigour and purpose 
has been brought to the show. 


Beth Chatto dies 


In May 2018, Beth Chatto, the pioneering and 
influential plantswoman who convinced us 
to find the right plant for the right place, died 
aged 94. “There was, and is, only one Beth,” 
says her biographer, Catherine Horwood. 
“She achieved the highest accolades in 
horticulture and beyond, including ten 

successive Chelsea Gold medals and an OBE.” Slugs are no longer pests 
Every year the RHS collates a list of the 
most complained about or queried pests 
and diseases affecting gardens. Slugs 
and snails have regularly been up there 
as among the most hated of pests — but 
not any more. As of May 2022, the RHS 
relabelled typical garden pests such as 


Gardening for health 
becomes policy 


The benefits to health and wellbeing of 
being outside and growing plants have long 
been recognised, but it wasn't until 2019 
that gardening was added to the NHS Long 
Term Plan as part of social prescribing for 
people's health and wellbeing. 


RUS stops selling peat 


The growing awareness of horticultural 
reliance on peathas been gathering pace 
over the past three decades. With much 
work being done on reliable alternatives to 
peat, which is still considered by many to 
be the best substrate for raising plants, the 
RHS took the significant step in 2019 to stop 
selling peat in its nurseries. And while much 
of the work in its five gardens is also peat 
free, the organisation has now declared that 
it will be 100 per cent peat free by 2025. 


Covid changes everything 


When lockdowns started in March 2020, 
gardens, garden centres and nurseries were 
forced to close, but there was also a gardening 
boom — according to the Horticultural Trades 
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slugs, snails, aphids and caterpillars as 
important contributors to a garden's 
biodiversity. Slugs are now recognised for 
the important role they play in recycling 
dead matter and also as a food source for 
birds and hedgehogs. Gardeners are now 
encouraged to work with garden wildlife 
rather than strive to conquer it. 


A very British drought 


In 2022, England experienced its driest 
July since 1935,witha record-breaking 
heatwave that saw temperatures reach 
over 40°C, and lower-than-average rainfall, 
resulting in hosepipe bans in some areas. 
Climate change finally became a reality 
for UK gardeners, with many now seeking 
out resilient plants that can cope with 

wet winters and hot, dry summers. Visit 
gardensillustrated.com/drought for advice 
oncoping with drought. 


Gardens Illustrated reaches 
new heights and audiences 


Gardens Illustrated magazine celebrates 

30 years this month, with more readers than 
ever and exciting new channels to explore, 
including our Talking Gardens podcast, which 
launched on 21 March (see page 12). Gardens 
Illustrated's winning blend of beautiful 
gardens from around the world, planting 
ideas and expert advice aims to inspire and 
inform our wonderfully passionate, engaged 
and dedicated audience, and we hope it will 
continue to do so for many years to come. 
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Starting from just £52.52 + VAT" 


6 versatile shapes & modular sizes 
Durable, with drainage holes 
No installation/maintenance required 


Reader Offer: Use code GARDENS5 
for 5% off your garden planters 


www.londonstone.co.uk 


® 
*Listed price includes 5% discount and is correct at the time of publication. Delivery charges may apply. London Stone 


SAM 
HICKMOTT 


At25, Sam is the National Trust's 
youngest head gardener, looking after 
two ofits Arts and Crafts gems — Lytes 
Cary and Tintinhull — in Somerset 


PORTRAIT JUSTIN FOULKES 


Earliest gardening memory Trying to climb the enormous 
English oak in my grandparents’ garden. It is estimated to be 
around 350 years old, taking up pretty much the entire 

garden. | remember as a small child looking up at the 

canopy from the base of the trunk and thinking that 

~ something so big and complicated couldn't possibly be real. 
First plant love Probably the Matsumae cherry Prunus 
“Shizuka: My mum planted one when she first moved into 
the house and every year it filled our small back garden 
with an amazing sweet scent, then carpeted the 

lawn with beautiful pale-pink and white petals. 

Your career route | came into horticulture at 17. | didn't 
know what | wanted to do, | just wanted to get 

out of the classroom for a while and | chose horticulture. 
The thing that still amazes me about horticulture is the 
seemingly unique depth and breadth of the subject; it is at 
once a science, an art anda vocation. 

Useful weeds There are so many lovely plants that could 
be considered weeds. Both Verbena bonariensis 

5 and V. officinalis are charming additions to almost any 
border yet prolific self-seeders. Bidens aurea is another 
charming plant that seems to creep its way 

across a whole garden in what feels like a matter 

of weeks using fleshy white rhizomes. 

Biggest challenge The most obvious (and unfortunately 
most clichéd) is climate change. | doubt there are many 
gardeners who didn't find last year's prolonged drought to 
be an uphill struggle. But, every problem is simply a solution 
7" yet to be found; at Lytes Cary we're looking to see if we can 
repurpose the old swimming pool into a rainwater 
harvesting tank, with the view to repurposing the 
pumphouse behind it to irrigate the whole garden 
automatically. We've already put in an automated rainwater 
irrigation system into the kitchen garden at Tintinhull, so we 
are now expecting a thoroughly wet summer in 2023. 

How to be more sustainable One easy thing is to cut 
annuals to the ground once they've finished for the year 
rather than pulling them up. Not only does this decrease soil 
disturbance, it leaves organic matter in the ground and 
helps to improve drainage to a small degree. 

Instagram @samuelfinchhorticulture 

+ Find details of how to visit both Lytes Cary and Tintinhull 
at nationaltrust.org.uk. 


S Read more about Sam and his role at @ 
S gardensillustrated.com/samhickmott 
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GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


Name Jardin du Mont des Récoletts. 
What Country garden featuring 
22 rooms, each with its own character. 
«Where Flanders; northeast France. 
Soil Ranges from light sand to heavy clay. 
4 Size Three acres of formal 
( garden within an 86-acre landscape. 
Ay y Climate Mostly mild with some winter frosts. 
qt ae + . Hardiness zone USDA 9. 
"Sg ae i ey 
eS 22 ~ Inthe Chambre des Fruits, blossoming 


/ Bie s rh S y b ROE & apple trees are undérsown with 
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a light-suffused tapestry of Camassia leichtlinii 

Z subsp. suksdorfii ‘Caerulea, Hyacinthoides 
non-scripta, tulips and narcissi.To increase 

a the garden's biodiversity, Emmanuel steers 
%. clear ofany chemical treatments. 
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mmanuel de Quillacq spent 
most of his childhood 
moving all over France. But 
after studying landscape 
design at the distinguished 
Ecole du Paysage in 
Versailles, he felt a deep 
need to reconnect with his 
roots. So in 1990 he moved to his grandparents’ 
farm in French Flanders, a stone's throw from 
the Belgian border, between Dunkirk and Lille. 
‘The house was in a derelict state. There was 
rubble everywhere and the grounds were bare 
of any trees, apart from a lone walnut tree and 
a couple of willows. A long period of renovation 
and clearing started — the wheelbarrow years, 
Emmanuel likes to call them. He describes this 
process as a ‘natural system. “You have to be 
patient,’ he says, but the result is thoroughly at 
one with its environment. 
Eventually Emmanuel was ready to work 
on his grand design. This would be a garden 
of chambres vertes or green rooms, each with 
a different theme, and linked with paths 
and corridors. The experience would be of 
contrasting light and dark areas — creating 
a sense of anticipation and excitement. 
Emmanuel drew heavily on Flemish art 
and gardening traditions, as well as the local 
landscape. “It’s so important to be integrated 
in ones land and history; he says. “It gives > 
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The rie of the green rooms 
would be of contrasting light and 


dark areas — creating a sense of 
anticipation and excitement 


This image A symphony of whites, 
greens and earth tones are the 
* hy ingredients of the Chambre 
j ten: eons in | > ‘ } 
% 4 ‘sur Cour, where giant chess-piece 
yews create a sense of drama and 
otherworldliness. Among the 
Wr vor y floral nadow are Tulipa ‘Spring we 
HN seg T. ‘White Triumphator’ 
\ aa 4 and. Naneigghe: ig 


by 8 ®.;,/ a , 
j Far left Emmanuel has cut 
/ Lal his ‘Pepped' yews — which 
W 4 } planted as tiny saplings — to echo™ » 
y the shape,of the gables on his 
y CATs / 17th-century farmhouse. 
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Iam lucky enough to have long- 
distance views toward the wider 
countryside and I have tried to 
enhance them by opening up vistas 
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This image Throughout the garden 4, Pos 
many of the paths are mown, 4", ‘ * 
leaving large swathes of meadow 
‘o evolve from early spring to high : as 

immer. The show starts in January 


with snowdrops, and carries on into 

July and beyond withan ever- + ad ry &. 
increasing array of wildflowers. _— ‘4 i 
Far right In April and May, the 

Chambre Bleue is more purple‘in 

coloug with tulips ‘Labrador, 
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> the garden something special” In particular 
he drew on the art of Bruegel, especially 

his painting The Hunters in the Snow. “The 
foreground is very dark and this really sets off 
the centre of the picture, while the background is 
a light blue-grey. In the garden I'm lucky to have 
these kinds of long-distance views towards to the 
wider countryside and I have tried to enhance 
them wherever I can, by opening up vistas 
through hedges, for instance” 

Structure, in the form of yew and box 
topiaries, is softened with touches of colour from 
thousands of bulbs. “There is a great tradition 
of bulb growing in Flanders. Every spring 
there's this amazing eruption of blooms in all 
the neighbouring villages.” In his own garden, 
Emmanuel has used his artistic eye to create 
harmonious colour combinations. 

“The year starts off with snowdrops and 
crocuses, then you get the first narcissi, the 
star-flowered scillas, followed by an explosion 
of tulips and camassias, and then the show 
concludes with a beautiful haze of alliums: You 
sense the influence of Renaissance paintings 
with their jewel-like flower-strewn lawns - it’s 
the same joyful sense of floral abundance. 

While some of the garden rooms showcase 
single, paler shades, others are a lot more 
vibrant. With its sculpted yews and white 
narcissi and tulips, the Chambre sur Cour is a > 

To continue turn to page 49 
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Edged with jewel-coloured azaleas, 
a rustic stone path leads to 

the Chambre des Berlingots. 

The oddly shaped topiary.in 

this room was partly inspired 

by old-fashioned French sweets, 
known as berlingots, and partly by 
the natural shapes created by the 
box shrubs as they grew. 


Emmanuel’s top 8 plants 


1 Viburnum plicatum ‘Rotundifolium’ Offering fresh, lime-green 
pompom flowers in spring, this is a perfect shrub to brighten up 
a shady corner. 3m x 4m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8bt. 

2 Camassia leichtlinii subsp. suksdorfii ‘Caerulea’ These tall 
camassias are one of the last spring bulbs to flower and will 
naturalise easily in rough grass. 1m x 20cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
3 Acer palmatum ‘Atropurpureum’ Also known as Japanese maple, 
this small deciduous tree has reddish-purple leaves that turn a 
vibrant crimson in autumn. 6m x 5m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 

4 Narcissus ‘Sherborne’ This clump-forming double daffodil 
is great for adding a punch of colour from early to mid-spring. 
50cm x 50cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

5 Narcissus poeticus ‘Actaea' This pretty pheasant's eye enjoys 
a lovely fragrance and has the advantage of being deer and rabbit 
resistant. 45cm x 10cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

6 Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii This large shrubby, 
evergreen plant produces impressive cylindrical flowerheads from 
mid to late spring onwards. 1.5m x 1.5m. RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 

7 Hyacinthoides non-scripta A delicate, sweetly scented beauty, 
the English bluebell brings a feel of the wild to any spring garden. 
40cm x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 

8 Clematis montana var. rubens This vigorous clematis will adorn 
walls and large structures with clouds of pale-pink, scented blooms 
from late spring and early summer. 10m x 1.8m. RHS H5. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


This image ince 
Flor UL enco’ e’White 


Triumphator;, aad’ fresh feghto the 
Chambre du orfifbence. wal 
framing trees and visible layers of 
dark foreground, bright mid-ground 
and light, receding background, this 
roomwas Inspired by Bruegel’s 
painting Hunters in the Snow, which 
uses similar pictorial devices. 


Far right A large body of water 

at the far end of the garden offers 
opportunities for ever-changing 
reflections and plays of light. 
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> harmony of understated colour, while the 
Chambre Ronde features a mix of yellows, 
oranges, pinks and reds. As a young designer, 
Emmanuel used to err on the side of cautious 
colour schemes, but a visit to Great Dixter 
changed that. “I was very taken by Christopher 
Lloyd's daring planting? he says. 

Despite the formal nature of his design, 
Emmanuel likes to encourage nature into the 
garden. “After the thousands of spring bulbs 
between February and June, | let the wildflowers 
take over’ he says. “It’s a real mix of nature and 
structure.” The show carries on into early winter, 
with acers, asters, eupatoriums and lots of 
fruiting trees creating a harmonious medley. 

Le Jardin du Mont des Récollets is truly 
a garden for all seasons, in tune with its 
environment and rich local heritage, and 
yet distinctly itself. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Jardin du Mont des Récollets , 
1936 Route de Steenvoorde, 59670 Cassel, 
France. Tel +33 (0)6 07 847750. 

Web jardinsremarquables.fr Open April — 
November, 10am-6pm. 


Jardin du Mont des Recollets is one of a 

group of outstanding gardens designated 
Jardins Remarquables. Find more in this group at 
gardensillustrated.com/jardinsremarquables 
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What Attractive, double-flowered 
Ranunculus asiaticus cultivars 
the Italian Ranunculus Elegance Series 
that are das cut flowers. Common 
name is Persian buttercup. 
ie] s Series from Italy; species from 
southern Europe and southwest Asia 
Season From late spring to early 
summer when planted in November 
Size All of the cultivars featured 
range in height from 20-50cm and 
have a spread of 10 
Conditions Free-draining soil ina cool 
and bright position, avoiding excessive 
wet and cold conditions. 
Hardiness Hardy throughout most 
of the UK, but will need protection 
from cold winters. All of the cultivars 
featured have a hardiness rating 
of RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 
Warning The sap can cause irritation if 
it comes into contact with skin, so wear 
gloves when cutting and arranging 

sap off promptly. 


“ RANUNCULUS  ~ 
or =. + Ranunculus asiaticus has long been a popular 


florist’s flower, buta number of new garden cultivars can now 
offer home growers spring colour for the garden and vase 
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Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Bianco Sfumato’ 


ranunculus 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Rosa Scuro’ 

Abright and bold cultivar 
with hot pink flowers. 

Goes froma tight, rose-like 
flower, opening to an 
incredibly flamboyant 
poppy-like bloom in the 
heat of the day. Strong on 
its own, without the need 


orking with plants and gardens isa 
privilege and a constant source of joy, 
even though that pleasure can be hard 
to find at the start of the year before the 
arrival of snowdrops, winter aconites 
and crocuses, and the wave of yellow, 
white and cream daffodils that follows. 
Until recently, creative experiments with colour were reserved 
exclusively for tulips, with their mix of sultry purples, vibrant 
oranges and calming pastel tones. Today, however, those tulips 
have to share the spotlight with Italian florist’s Ranunculus. 

These colourful plants belong to the species Ranunculus 
asiaticus, also known as the Persian buttercup, in the buttercup 
family Ranunculaceae. With around 58 genera, spanning from 
herbaceous perennials to aquatics and some small shrubs, the 
Ranunculaceae is vast. A few family members, such as thalictrums, 
are wind pollinated but the majority rely on insects for their 
reproduction with bisexual flowers. When 
it comes to botanical A-listers, the 
Ranunculaceae family is right up there, 
counting among its members some heavy- 
hitting garden plants including roses, 
daisies, clematis, aquilegias, delphiniums, 
hellebores and nigellas. 

Ranunculus asiaticus hails from 
southeast Europe and southwest Asia, and 
enjoys cool and bright conditions, with a 
great diversity in colour largely as a result 


for complementary colours. 


For centuries, growers 
have been cultivating 
beautiful double 
cultivars for 
the cut-flower trade 


PLANT PROFILE RANUNCULUS 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Striato Bianco’ 

Ivory petals tipped with 
dark purple edges make 
this ranunculus a 
statement in its own right. 
This cultivar would make 
awonderful combination 
with Erysimum ‘Bowles's 
Mauve' to pick up on 
those purple tips. 


of its variability from seed-grown plants. In the wild, Ranunculus 
asiaticus has single flowers, but for centuries, growers have been 
cultivating beautiful double cultivars for the cut-flower trade, many 
of which are now available to UK gardeners. The Ranunculus 
asiaticus featured here are from the Elegance Series, which has been 
bred and grown in Italy for longer stems, from more productive 
plants with multiple flowering shoots. When it comes to using these 
tall, florist’s Ranunculus in our gardens, we need to treat them in the 
same way as we would for, say, Anemone coronaria De Caen Group, 
providing protection from the worst of the winter weather and at 

all costs, avoiding waterlogged soil. Although the rewards from 
growing these flowers are tremendous — I guarantee you will fall in 
love with them once they open in spring ~— they do require some care 
and attention through the depths of winter. This may be hard to 
process given that other Ranunculus species are tough as old boots 
and some, such as the creeping buttercup, Ranunculus repens, we see 
asa menace and perpetually weed out of our lawns and borders. 

I started to grow a number of these 
Ranunculus asiaticus out of curiosity, 
experimenting with varying levels of 
protection, under glass, in open beds and 
containers, and all the results have been 
very encouraging. The tubers resemble 
tiny claws or crabs, which need to be 
soaked overnight to hydrate the roots, 
ready for potting in early November. The 
recently potted Ranunculus require a 

To continue turn to page 57 [> 
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Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Pastello’ 
The flowers of this pale-pink 
cultiv n to be less 
ested than others 
a clarity to th 


Dramatic when planted 


en mas 

plantin; 

coloured Tulipa‘Purissima 
takes it to another level 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Salmone’ 
A beautiful apricot 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Bianco’ 

The pure-white flowers can 
be harmonised with many 


other spring performers asoft pink in its colour 
and colour tones. An ideal tone. Works well grown 
cut flower for a spring along with the softer 
wedding, but best grown colours of other spring 


under glass, to protect its flowers, or perhaps with 
delicate, white petals 


from damaging rain. 


cultivar, which flirts with 


the foliage of bronze fennel 
ina container or a border. 
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+ These Italian florist’s Ranunculus 
are best started off in small pots in 
November and then planted out once 
all risk of frost has passed. In the UK 
there are few situations in which these 
tubers won't need protection 

from the worst of the winter weather. 


+ Before potting the tubers, soak them 
overnight in tepid water. Once they are 
hydrated, placea single claw-like tuber, 
with its legs pointing downwards, into 

a 9cm pot of peat-free compost, burying 
the tuber by a few centimetres. Lightly 
water to settle the compost and add 
alittle moisture to trigger growth, but 
don't water again until plants begin to 
emerge in February. 


+ Keep pots of compost cool, just above 
freezing, ina bright place such as a cool 
conservatory or unheated greenhouse to 
promote strong, compact growth. 


How to grow Ranunculus 


+ By growing these Ranunculus ina 
cooler, slower way, the transition into the 
garden will be much gentler. A hard-grown, 
compact plant establishes far better than 
one that has been kept in too warm an 
environment, which results in a slight 
dying back before the plant recovers 

and begins to grow again. 


+ Once plants start to emerge, they 

will need water to sustain their leaf 
growth, so begin watering, increasing this 
in line with growth. But proceed with 
caution as overwatering can lead to rot 
and botrytis. It is far easier to revive a 
flagging, dry Ranunculus than to bring 
asodden one back tolife. 


+ Ranunculus require free-draining 
soil in full sun for the best flowering 
performance. Like many other spring 
flowers, the foliage will begin to die back 
and start to yellow after flowering. 


* From March onwards, feed your 
Ranunculus once a week with a liquid- 
nitrogen feed. Once flower buds develop 
you can stop this weekly feed, but during 
flowering, and afterwards, give thema 
weekly potash feed to encourage a 
strong plant the following year. 


+ As the foliage begins to die down, 
reduce watering to once or twice a 
month and then when they become 
unsightly, in around May, lift, drying 
them off thoroughly before storing 
them in acool, dry space, ready for 
the following autumn. 


* One of the pleasures of these flowers 
is that the more you cut them, the more 
you will promote additional buds to form. 
Like all cut flowers, to achieve a long 
vase life, condition your flowers by 
placing them in a deep bucket of water 
overnight to hydrate the stem fully. 
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Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Cioccolato’ 

An arresting cultivar 
with copper through to 
burnt-orange petals that 
give the impression 

of being darker in the 
centre. Associates 

well with brightly 
coloured wallflowers. 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Pastello Striato’ 

An unapologetic orange- 
petalled Ranunculus 

with darker tips to the 
flowers. Could perhaps 
work well partnered 

with a dark-red wallflower 
in a border or a container 
for dramatic effect. 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Clementine’ 

| love the vibrancy of this 
cultivar and it reminds me 
of the colours | associate 
with globe flowers. If | were 
only able to grow two 
cultivars, | would partner 
this with a dark purple 
such as R. ‘Elegance Viola’ 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Rosso’ 

Sometimes red flowers 
can be very difficult to 
work with in a garden, but 
the dark tomato red of 
this cultivar is easy to 
couple with the verdant 
green and yellow we 
associate with late spring. 
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Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Giallo’ 

Oranges, purples and 
pastel tones may be more 
fashionable colours, but 
the bright, bold yellow 

of this unashamedly 
buttercup-like cultivar 
brings a vibrancy and 
energy to borders and is 
such a joy when in flower. 


> cool, bright location with protection 
from the worst of the weather, such as 
winter wet; a cool conservatory or 
unheated greenhouse would suffice. 
This winter has seen some extreme and 
prolonged cold spells but in a dry state, 
Ranunculus can sit quite happily. The 
most important advice is not to water 
the tubers until they start to sprout in 
early February, and increase the amount 
of water given with the amount of 
growth. If the tubers are overwintered in 
an environment that’s too warm, the plants will grow quickly and 
then suffer in their transition to gardens (in March in sheltered or 
southern regions and early April in colder gardens). 

Ranunculus are ideal for pots, thanks to the extra drainage 
that can be achieved. Young plants can be added to mixed 
container plantings in March (grown from tubers and 
overwintered in a two-litre pot in a sheltered spot) to give 
instant impact to spring displays. Wallflowers, evergreen herbs, 
primroses and violas make wonderful companions as they add 
froth to the focal nature of a Ranunculus in a container. 

Italian florist’s Ranunculus are well worth searching out for your 
garden: their productivity, robust nature and knee-wobbling colour 
range is something to get even a well-seasoned gardener excited. 
The luxurious purple flowers of Ranunculus ‘Elegance Malva’ and 
the bright-orange flowers of Ranunculus “Elegance Clementine’ 


The flowers are 
so attention grabbing 
that they associate 
best with subtle foliage 
and texture 


Ranunculus ‘Elegance 
Crema’ 

Cream to almost lemon- 
coloured flowers appear 

in this cultivar in a hugely 
productive fashion, 
especially if cut regularly. 
Could work well with 

a soft-pink or apricot 
Ranunculus or with purple 
Heuchera and purple sage. 


certainly got me hot under the collar, not 
to mention the phases of flowering as they 
transition from a tight, rose bud-like state 
toa peony-like flower, and finally a 
sun-worshipping, poppy-like bloom in the 
bright, spring sunshine. 
The flowers are so attention grabbing 
that they associate best with subtle 
foliage and texture, rather than 
other detracting flowers. Heucheras, 
wallflowers, forget-me-nots, violas 
and bronze fennel all work well. 
Whether you want to bring drama to spring containers or 
colourful sophistication to a well-drained border, now could 
be the time to indulge in some of these delicious blooms. 0 


Tom Brown is head gardener at West Dean Gardens. 


Where to buy and see 

+ Farmer Gracy farmergracy.co.uk 

+ J Parker Dutch Bulbs 14 Hadfield Street, Old Trafford, Manchester 
M16 OFG. Tel 0161 848 1100, jparkers.co.uk 

+ West Dean Gardens West Dean, nr Chichester, West Sussex PO18 
ORX. Tel 01243 818318, westdean.org.uk 


The Elegance® series is officially registered and trademarked by 
specialist breeder Biancheri Creazioni. 
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‘ ee “What Small, priate, eG Foe 

Where Londones 
{Size A long rectangle of roughly 

i, 90 square metres (15m x 6m). 
Soil London’clay,,improved by ** 

< ?*4he addition of sandy topséil> 
Climate Temperate and north: 
facing but partly shaded bes ha 
surroundingybuildings, NG i No 
Hardiness zone USDA a 


Three multi-stem Amelanchier Xk r aaa ¥ 
abundant white blossom in spring be to. 
screen the garden from neighbouring houses. 


To the left, a row of pleached pear hes Beeer oY 
calleryana ‘Chanticleer’, add furthersgiivagsi 


while allowing sunlight to filter through . 
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Stefano Marinaz has created year-round interest in this small urban 

- garden, providing spaces to share with friends and with wildlife 
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Below 

Ameandering path of slate chippings 
helps to extend the garden's 
apparent length, leading past 

a dining area to a lounge space 
where a garden pot, from Atelier 
Vierkant, doubles up as a firebowl 
and a coffee table, with the addition 
of acustom-made Iroko wood top. 


eople living in towns and cities often dream of their own patch of green, but the 
typical urban plot can be so much more than just a rectangle of lawn. When 
the owners of this west London garden approached landscape architect Stefano 
Marinaz, they had j ch a space; some grass, a shed and a couple of shrubs. 
‘They've lived in this Edwardian terrace for 14 years and raised two children here 
but, having recently added a kitchen-dining extension, with floor-to-ceiling 
windows overlooking the garden, they were finding the view less than enthralling. 
“They reached out to us because of our naturalistic planting and minimalist 
approach to design, as well as our experience of using art and sculpture in our gardens,” says Stefano. 
To enhance the views from the house, Stefano brought the planting up to the windows, and 
positioned the garden’s two key spaces — one for cooking and dining; the other for relaxing - away 
from the house. This layout also encourages the family to come out and engage with the garden, 
rather than stop on its fringes. Avoiding straight lines, Stefano has designed a gently curving path 
that meanders through the space, “like a woodland trail”, stopping off at the dining and lounge areas. 
“Even in a small garden, you can bring a sense of discovery by dividing the space and filtering the 
views,” says Stefano. Three graceful multi-stem Amelanchier x lamarckii — one in each of the main 
borders — do much of the filtering, creating intrigue within the garden and gently screening it from [> 


Even inasmall garden, you can bring 


a sense of discovery by dividing the space 


and filtering the views 
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6 key plants 


1Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’ Profuse clusters of white flowers in spring and luminous red leaves in autumn. 
Used here in a pleached form to provide moderate privacy without blocking the light into neighbouring gardens. 
They are also resistant to air pollution so good for city locations. 12m x 5m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9bt. 

2 Melica uniflora f. albida Lush green foliage, with delicate-looking white flowers, followed by yellow stamens that 
sway in the breeze. Stefano has used this perennial grass alongside evergreen grass Sesleria autumnalis so that 

it will creep to fill in any gaps in the planting. 60cm x 60cm. AGM*, RHS H7, USDA 7a-9b. 

3 Fritillaria meleagris Early flowering bulb with intense purple colour and unusual chequered pattern. Works 

well here with the white flowers of Leucojum aestivum. Naturalises easily. 30cm x 5cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 
4 Lunaria annua ‘Chedglow’ One of Stefano's favourite biennial plants, he enjoys its heart-shaped, dark-purple 
foliage, which contrasts here with the surrounding greenery. Following on from the vivid purple flowers, the flat, 
silvery-white seedpods add winter interest to the garden. 1m x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 

5 Epimedium x warleyense ‘Orangekénigin’ This compact cultivar produces dainty, orange flowers on wiry stems, 
with foliage that is tinted red when young. Stefano recommends it for reliability in both full sun and part shade and 
has seen it tolerate dry conditions too. 45cm x 60cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

6 Leucojum aestivum ‘Gravetye Giant’ Snowy-white, bell-shaped flowers, dabbed with vibrant green. Stefano chose 
this early flowering bulb to naturalise in this small garden as it flowers at the same time as the amelanchiers, and 
afterwards, its yellowing leaves go unnoticed in among the grasses. 60cm x 10cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


Design details 


1 The intense purple-grey of the slate 
chippings, from CED Stone, creates a 
pleasing foil for Stefano’s lush, green 
planting. Stefano has interspersed the 
chippings with slabs of the same material 
that he has laid vertically to create visual 
interest ina restrained way. 

2 Stefano chose the structural pots, 
which all come from Belgian supplier 
Atelier Vierkant, for their surface patina, 
which continues the textural theme of the 
garden. In addition to two large pots, 
planted to echo the scheme around 
them, Stefano has opted to leave six 
pinch-necked pots empty so that they 
take on astriking, sculptural quality. 
4To create the striking, vertical water 
feature, Stefano customised a Dolomite 
art piece by Officina Coppola. This 
imposing feature creates a year-round 
focal point, aligning with the path at the 
entrance to the garden. Its position in the 
lounge area helps to mask the noise of a 
busy road behind the garden, while its 
riven bronze finish has a patina that will 
become richer over time. 

3 Supported by an unseen metal 
stand, the log piles are carefully 
stacked for sturdiness. Each ‘log wave’ 
is acurving mass that echoes the lines 
of the meandering path, adding both 
structure and year-round interest. 
Several of the logs have drilled holes 
(of between 2mm and 9mm) to provide 
a habitat for insects, including solitary 
bees. The logs will need be replenished 
every eight to 12 years. 
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> the neighbouring houses. “They punctuate the space and hold the attention within the garden, 
with spring blossom, spectacular autumn colour and interesting skeleton forms in winter.” 

Picking up on the owners’ budding interest in plants and wildlife, Stefano was inspired to 
construct a series of sculpture-like log piles, or “log waves” as he calls them. Carefully shaped to 
create softly curving forms that echo the fluid lines of the path, they bring structure, rhythm and 
texture to the garden while offering a vital habitat to wildlife, including beetles and solitary bees. 
“Through their slow ageing process, the log waves will continue to provide something new to 
observe,” says Stefano. “I like to include dynamic elements in my projects that will change over time.” 

Texture is emphasised throughout the garden. Various pots, all from Belgian pottery Atelier 
Vierkant, feature rough, rugged surfaces, while the vertical water feature, which draws the eye 
across the garden, has a Brutalist bronze finish, reminiscent of stratified rock. 

As the log waves demonstrate, Stefano generally favours a light touch when it comes to hard 
landscaping. “I always think that for small, urban gardens, less is more; then you can go a bit wild 
with the planting,” he says. Here he has used free-draining slate chippings to create naturalistic- 
looking paths that help to soften the garden. They're reined in by neat steel edges, and used alongside 
solid slabs of slate in differing sizes that have been set into the path, bringing textural interest while 
keeping the material palette restrained. While the path is lined with a weed membrane to reduce 


ARDEN SMALL 


annua ‘Chedglow’, Nigella damascena and Valeriana officinalis to make themselve 
Through a backdrop of evergreen grass Sesleria autumnalis, Stefano has woven a 
wide variety of species bulbs and perennials, chosen for the colour and texture of their foliage as 
much as for their flowers. Fritillaria meleagris and Leucojum aestivum ‘Gravetye Giant’, in spring, 
are followed by Baptisia ‘Dutch Chocolate’, Eryngium planum ‘Blue Hobbit’, Salvia x sylvestris ‘Dear 
Anja’ and Echinacea pallida, with its gently drooping pale-pink petals. “Gardens are not static things. 
We wanted to celebrate the changing seasons and that’s particularly important in urban settings 
where we need a connection to nature.” A row of pleached Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’ encloses 
the garden on one side, while the fences have been painted black and planted with climbers, Bow es 
including evergreen Trachelospermum jasminoides, enabling the boundaries to soften and recede. Inithe evening, ligiting addsianew 
TE . x i ‘ oe 3 % . >, : dimension to the garden. Stefano's 
he garden is now a source of year-round delight for its owners, whether they’re pausing to 
3 _ Lie . ¢ a , a versatile scheme, using Hunza 
observe the rich and diverse wildlife habitat that Stefano has created here, spending time relaxing 


a4 pis ‘ aa 5 & e Lighting, puts the boundaries, beds, 
with friends, or simply treasuring each fleeting seasonal detail. ftcce'andlwaker tearireoTaiferent 


circuits, so that the whole garden can 
USEFUL INFORMATION be illuminated or the focus thrown on 


Find out more about Stefano’s work at stefanomarinaz.com to just one striking feature. 
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PEOPLE WHO’S WHO 


GEMMA JEROME 


The director of Building with Nature on the need to put 
nature at the heart of development, and why we may have to rethink 
our desire for our own private gardens 


emma Jerome is perched at the kitchen table in 

her flat in Stroud, Gloucestershire, wearing 

a vivid cerise top, and dangly earrings under 

her crop of red hair. “My interest - and it runs 

through me like a stick of rock,’ she says, “is not 

the environment but social justice. How do we 
give people fair and equal access to housing that includes green 
space?” A chair of her local Labour Party association for two 
years, Gemma speaks of, “disrupting the market economy around 
placemaking and development for profit’, by means of the highly 
successful green infrastructure benchmark she has devised as 
founder-director of Building with Nature. 

This is a voluntary set of guidelines for developers seeking 
to realise a measurable 10 per cent 
increase in biodiversity net gain, 
which is set to become written into 
law later this year. Its three prongs 
might be summarised as: wildlife, 
water and wellbeing — all of them, 
and especially the last, being tricky 
to assess objectively. Which is where 
the benchmark comes in. 

Growing up in Manchester, 
Gemma came to know nature by 
playing out in the streets and in 
nearby Crumpsall Park. “If you're 
from Manchester, it matters where 
you're from, and I’m from the poor 
bit,” she explains. “It’s a very hard 
landscape, but these pockets of nature 
became my whole world.” Now 38, she 
describes herself as being the recipient 
of “the last ‘assisted place’ before the Labour Party abolished it” - 
a political irony, as she appreciates. This scheme, which covered 
school fees for deserving pupils from poorer backgrounds, 
enabled her to attend the highly academic Bury Grammar 
School. As a self-described “swot’, she got a place to read social 
anthropology at Edinburgh University, choosing the course 
because “I didn’t know what I wanted to do”. Not surprisingly, 
perhaps, she dropped out after a year and went off 
to live at a smallholding just outside the city. 

Gemma paints a picture of living off-grid, “climbing trees and 
swimming in rivers’. Scratch a little deeper and she reveals that in 
fact she spent a lot of time walking the dogs, cooking, digging the 
garden and generally — as the youngest — “being treated like a bit 
of a dogsbody”. (She was the one who had to empty the overnight 
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IF YOU 
CAN HAVE 
HIGH-QUALITY 
PUBLIC GARDENS 
OR PARKS , THEN 
IT REDUCES 
THE NEED 
FOR GARDENS 


ORDS TIM RICHARDSON PORTRAIT BRITT WILLOUGHBY DYER 


toilet bucket into the composting loo each morning.) After five 
years of this, and a move to Lincolnshire, Gemma got a job as a 
play-worker in a primary school, where a colleague questioned 
what she was doing with her life. 

So in 2007, at the age of 24, she restarted her academic career, 
enrolling at University of Liverpool to read Civic Design. In her 
final year, she got a place at the School for Social Entrepreneurs, 
which involved setting up a community garden in Liverpool. 

At that point, she says, “I could have put all my energy into my 
business, but because of growing up in poverty, I wasn’t ready to 
bea freelancer, chasing projects all the time.” 

She stayed in academia, studying for a PhD while initiating 
projects in the city such as a forage school and a community- 
garden design business. It was 
during her interview for a job 
at Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust that 
she came up with the benchmarking 
idea. In a moment of sudden clarity, 
she realised that despite the fact that 
good best-practice guidance was 
being offered by wildlife trusts and 
others, “the quality of [planning] 
applications was not improving’, so 
something else was needed. 

As for horticulture, Gemma’s 
answer to the question, ‘Should 
people be given their own gardens?’ is 
perhaps surprising: “No! If anything, 
the opposite. If you can have high- 
quality public gardens, parks or 
‘meanwhile spaces, then I think it 
reduces the need for gardens” 

It’s a point of view that has been in play since the Modernist 
dream of the 1960s and 1970s. Gemma is possibly the first 
interviewee to appear in this magazine who might come across 
as ‘anti-garden’ in some contexts, but she is clearly completely 
fearless, and on one level does not care what anyone thinks. 

But she has had an allotment for more than a year now, so may 
yet come to alter that point of view. 

Here, then is an idealist, but also, crucially, a pragmatist. 

On Gemma Jerome’ watch, things get done. And that is greatly 
to the benefit of the wider ecological movement. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about the Building with Nature initiative at 
buildingwithnature.org.uk 


N BRIEF 
"Name Patthana Garden. 
What Intensively planted 
“garden, managed organically, 
with an exciting mix of exotic, 
unusual and familiar plants. 
Where Co. Wicklow, Ireland: 
Size Roughly one acre. 
Soil Acid. 
Climate Temperate to -5°@j\> 
y increasingly dry summers. 
r Hal jiriess zOne USDA 8% “& 


In the Torc Garden, the newesf part 
of Patthana Garden, with its views of 
thé village church, tulips in shades of. 
pink, red and purpledance through 

» Perennials, such as Euphorbia y 

* amygdaloides ‘Purpurea’ Erysimum. 
‘Bowles’s Mauve’ and Geum Scarlet 
Tempest (=*Macgeu001'). The 
recently plantéd sculpted mound 
creates an immersive seating area 
‘that buzzes with insects:in.summer. 
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Colour magic 


In his garden in the Irish village of Kiltegan artist TJ Maher paints 
with plants, which in mid to late spring means tulips galore 


DS ANNIE GATTI PH E 1S CLIVE NICHOLS 


GARDEN SPRING 


Top A bank of mature hawthorns creates 
a shady spot to enjoy a new border in the 
Torc Garden. Here, owner TJ Maher 

has chosen a mix of tulips, including 
T.'Orange Emperor’ T. ‘Triple A’ 

T. ‘Apricot Impression’ and T. ‘Ballerina’ 
Right The semi-shade conditions at 

the end of the Inner Garden provide 

an ideal spot for reliably perennial 

white tulips T.‘Purissima’, T. ‘Purissima 
Design’ and T. ‘Ivory Floradale’ which are 
threaded through Helleborus x hybridus, 
Mathiasella bupleuroides ‘Green Dream’ 
and other emerging perennials. 


KEY TULIPS 


1 Tulipa ‘Apricot Delight’ 

A Darwin hybrid that is a beautiful blend of 
apricot, pink, salmon and white, paler at the 
edge of the petals. It lightens as the flowers 


mature. Flowers April to May. 45cm x 10cmt. 


2 Tulipa ‘Claudia’ 

An elegant lily-flowered tulip in an unusual 
shade of reddish pink with pale edges. Its 
rich tone blends with the purple foliage of 
heucheras. Flowers early May. 45cm x 15cm. 


3 Tulipa ‘Salmon Van Eijk’ 

A Darwin hybrid with large, goblet-shaped 
flowers in a blend of pink and apricot, 

held high on sturdy stems. Flowers April to 
May. 50cm x 15cm. 


Key tulips continue on page 70 


he huge Corten-steel gates by the granite house 
belonging to Irish artist TJ Maher and his husband 
Simon Kirby, in the small village of Kiltegan, suggest 
an intriguing garden within. Sure enough, they open 
on to an intimate cobbled courtyard, enclosed by stone 
walls and a potting shed stuffed full of tender plants. 
When TY and Simon moved here 27 years ago, it w: 


the “lovely sense of privacy” that excited them. The courtyard area 
was full of rubble, and the upper garden had only a few scrubby 

s. TJ knew he wanted a garden that would become a haven fo 

s and birds, and somewhere he could create comp 
colour, form and texture with plants. “The garden wasn't designed in 
one big sweep. Whenever we got money, we'd do a little more.” 

A metal arch marks the entrance to the next part of Patthana 
Garden ~ a flagstone terrace, edged on the house side with exotic 
foliage plants, and on the other by a planted slope leading to the upper 
garden, now known as the Inner Garden. Here a stone-faced bank 
frames a central lawn encircled by borders that zing with colourful 
annuals and perennials under the canopies of shapely trees. 

mon jumped at the chance to buy an adjoining 
piece of agricultural land, which would not only give them more 
space for planting, but also allow views across the fields to the village 


Clipped box balls provide yeat? 
round structure in the Inner 
Garden. Trees such 

as Amelanchier x lamarckii, 
Malus x robusta ‘Red Sentinel’ 
and Cercidiphyllum japonicum 
‘Heronswood Globe’ 
create Seasonal interest 
and increase biodiversity. 


church. Here TJ has made two generous borders that lead, via gravel 
paths, to a sculpted earth mound shaped like a torc (a Celtic neck 
collar), which provides an immersive place to sit, and creates a layered 
view across a beech hedge to the distant church — and gives the space 
its name: the Torc Garden. 

Intensive soil preparation and help from Patthana’s volunteer 
gardeners has meant that this new, more open part of the garden is, 
just two years after it was planted, a rolling expanse of colour and 
form, starting in mid-spring with drifts of tulips, combined with 
euphorbias, lunarias and geums, and ending in late autumn with 
a crescendo of plumed grasses and perennials such as eupatoriums, 
salvias, dahlias and echinaceas. 

It should be no surprise to those who visit Patthana in late spring 
to learn that TJ's favourite flower is the tulip, for the garden is awash 
with them, starting with pot di rammed with single-colour 
groupings close to the house, then swirling through the borders in 
the Inner Garden and, since 2021, extending to the Torc Garden. 

For different areas, TJ selects colour-themed mixes from some 
40 or so cultivars. He avoids primary colours, which he finds too 
garish, and prefers what he describes as fruity colours, and deep reds, 
maroons and purples to provide depth of colour. “T fill boxes with 
tulips I think will work together colour-wise, using as many as25 [> 


69 


GARDEN SPRING 


Wg 
wie 
ve 


4 


MORE KEY TULIPS 


4 Tulipa ‘Striking Match’ 

This aptly named lily-flowered tulip has 
rich-red flowers offset by a flare of yellow at 
the base. Used in the pot displays to create 
drama. Flowers early May. 45cm x 10cm. 


5 Tulipa ‘Jan Reus’ 

Adeep-red Triumph tulip, with dark stems, 
that adds a depth of colour and mixes well 
with maroons and oranges. Flowers late 
April. 50cm x 10cm. 


6 Tulipa ‘Continental’ 

An elegant Triumph tulip with glossy, deep- 
maroon flowers. It mixes well with dark reds, 
purples and pinks. Flowers April to May. 
40cm x 10cm. 


Top A sloping border with tulips including 
the dark-flowered T. ‘Continental’ leads to 
the courtyard with evergreen Daphne 
tangutica and Choisya x dewitteana ‘Aztec 
Pearl’ and a young Arbutus unedo. 


Right The sheltered courtyard outside the 
living room window provides the perfect 
conditions for TJ to grow exotic-looking 
shrubs, such as Decaisnea fargesii and 
Tetrapanax papyrifer ‘Rex’. 


> cultivars per box. The fruity pink mix, for example, could have 
undercurrent hues of mango, lemon, peach and orange, bringing 
nuanced variation of colour to the display. I use white to lighten shady 
areas, but I find it too stark combined with other colours.” 

Increasingly, he prefers to use reliably perennial cultivars, as recent 
winters have become wetter, making it more challenging to get into 
the borders to plant. He often waits until he’s dividing perennials, 
which creates spaces where he can make the holes. He plants bulbs 
20-30cm deep, in groups of three, five or seven, and also adds single 
bulbs to keep the whole effect loose and naturalistic. 

TY uses wallflowers in shades of red and burnt orange too, and 
pulls these out after flowering, but leaves tulips in the ground. The 
following autumn, he plants more, in a similar colour palette, so that 
any that reappear will mix harmoniously with the new additions, 
and also considers shapes. “I use a lot of lily-flowered varieties in the 
same bed. Even if the colour is different, the shape will tie the scheme 
together.” Patthana Garden — a masterclass in harmony. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow W91 X789, Ireland. 

Tel +353 (0)86 194 4547. Web patthanagardenireland.com 
Open April — October, Sundays 12-5pm, and at other times 
for groups by appointment. 


1971's love of colour is expressed in 
ee the pot displays on the terrace. 
> ae Here he can put the spotlight on 

* SS“ shorter tulip cultivars, Such as 
T.“Prinses Irene’(35cm), which 

he places at the front, along with 
small spring-flowering plants 

such as-violas and diascias, 
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Creating dazzling pot displays 


Tulips in pots, TJ feels, offer a lovely chance to play with colour. 
As the garden opens to the public in late April, he prefers to create 
maximum impact by planting the same variety in each pot, with 
the bulbs almost touching each other. Occasionally, he combines 
three cultivars that pick up on each other, colour-wise. 

He places taller cultivars at the back and shorter ones 

at the front, and mixes the pinks and softer reds with annuals, 
such as nemesias and diascias. Pots of hotter reds are combined 
with strong shades of orange and deep blue from violas. In some 
pots he overplants with forget-me-nots or wallflowers. Pots also 
offer achance to grow double-flowered cultivars, which can 
become top heavy and fall over in the ground, but will dangle 
happily over the edge of a pot. 

TJ re-uses the spent compost from his summer pot displays for 
the new plantings of tulips, as the bulbs have all the nutrients they 
need, but if the pots are being overplanted, he fills the bottom half 
with spent compost for the tulips and then adds a mix of peat-free 
compost and garden soil for the other plants. 


ardensillustrated.com 71 


PEOPLE MAKER 


hi 


Zena grows the grass seed ina 
Night, bright room in her home and 
waters it regularly. The roots 
‘work their way into beeswax 
moulds‘that she has carved 

with different patterns. 


jiddiea page This piece is based 
Ls epeating circular Patter 
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i f; Ly es a 
love of nature = and particularly of the sea during 
her career as an underwater photographer — has 
led artist and bio-designer Zena Holloway to a 

he) whole new world of experimentation. For the 

ui past few years, she has been creating sustainable 

sculptures, vessels, wall hangings, homewares and 
fashion by aie a lacy, web-like fabric she grows herself from 

4 . The result is dinarily beautiful, ame ’ 

| roots that she manipula este 


ne most intricate “of patterns. 


material from mushrooms, that first excited her interest and, after 
~ dabbling with that, she started experimenting with grass roots, which — 

are ideal because they naturally mesh together. “Each cereal crop has — 

a different root structure,’ she explains. “Rye grass is crinkly, wool, | 

while wheatgrass root is long, straight and strong.” The turnaround 

is quick: Zena germinates the wheatgrass seeds in a light room in her 

home-cum-studio in west London, for ten to 14 days, monitoring and 

watering it carefully before harvesting. Nothing is wasted, as the grass 

she cuts off is used as chicken feed. 
__ The key to Zena’s multi-textured designs - many of which echo 
corals, jellyfish and sea fans she has seen underwater - isa 
4, ‘template, which she carves with repeated patterns for the 

roots be ae Zena reports that the seeds 

i Pop noise when she waters. “It’s as though 

, the water’s this way: Nature 
e best egies 


Bio-desi 


s reading an article on bio-design, about people growing a 


is sucha far- 
~ reaching subject. We should 
_ « definitely be exploring it more 


a lampshade, | need it to be firm enough to stand up on its own, 
whereas a collar or a shawl needs to be lighter and more flexible” 
She can also manipulate the relative stiffness of the fabric by 
finishing with natural waxes and oils. “The root is great in that 

it soaks up whatever you give it.” Some is left in its natural pale 
colour, while some is dipped into natural dyes such as logwood, 
gallnut, lac beetle and cochineal to create new hues. 

“T still feel as though I am in root Kindergarten. With 
{everything I grow, I learn something new,’ Zena says. “Sculptural 
“piece are fun because they capture people’s imagination, but now 
I would like to move more into fashion. Fashion is a dirty industry 


and I can use this as a platform for change. We need a wider 
4 conversation about the materials we use and about protecting our 


environment.” For now, her work is conceptual, but Zena foresees 


 awider future. “I'm not a dressmaker, I just want to get these 


things out there - to show people what’ possible and get them 
thinking about using natural materials” 

Her dresses, one of which she will be exhibiting at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show this year, are ‘pinned’ together around 
a mannequin using wooden skewers or lightly stitched together 
in sections. In time, Zena would like to work with a dressmaker 
to create shaped templates that she can grow to size. 

The root material is every bit as durable as a straw hat, in that 
you wouldn't leave it out in the elements but you could expect it 
to last for many years if you looked after it. “Whether root has a 
part to play ina sustainable future, I don’t know yet,’ says Zena. 
“But even if it doesn't, this is a fascinating and aesthetically 
pleasing concept that helps us think about nature in a different 
way. Bio-design is such a far-reaching eee we should 
definitely be es it more” o 


‘Intricate patterns like 
this swirling effect are 
created with carved 
moulds. Beeswax has 
proved the best medium 
to grow against because 
it is entirely natural 

and reusable. 


Right Zena grew a second 
(white) root on to‘one, 
grown previously and dyed 
with gallnut, achieving a 
piece — titled Root on 

5 Roat — with extra depth. 


After 12-14 days, the grass 
and spent seeds are cut 
away, leaving the mat of 
roots behind. The grass 
goes for chicken feed. 


Left Grass colonises and 
the roots knit together 
naturally, so Zena takes 
advantage of this tendency 
to create her root fabric, 

in organic shapes, suchas 
these sea fans. 


PEOPLE MAKER 


: onversation about the 
- materials we use and 


about protecting our 
» environment 


t 


USEFUL INFORMATIO! 
zenaholloway.com 
Instagram @root full 44 

a 


You can see the dress 
shown here as part of Gi! 
Zena's exhibit at the 
~ RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
- * ¥ (23-27 May), whichwill form —~ 
oy part of the Discovery Zone in 
= the Great Pavillion. rhs.org.uk 


See more more of Zena's 
work (8-28 May) at: 


PEOPLE MAKER 


Havingséén 
} environmental harm caused bys 
~//synthetic materials, Zena believes” t 
p in finding more sustainable) 
alternatives. These smaller pieces. 
1] ~—lend themselves to being hung ftom 
mobiles, echoing the marine themes 


Tracing page Zena's grassroot”) . 
4 dresses are at the concept 
A stage but there is potential 
to be explored. 
oe) 


Natural selection 


At Twelve Nunns Nursery in Lincolnshire, i aken 
20 years for three new erythroniums to be off 
> 


WORDS ALYS FOWLER PHOTOGRAPHS CLIVE NICHOLS 


Erythronium hendersonii 
hybrid unnamed seedling 
This is a pale-pink form 

of the species known for its 
particularly distinct pencil 
marking at the eye of the 
flower. Flowers March 

to April. 25-30cm. 


reeding is a dedicated 
game, that much is a 
given: you need to know 
your plants, be able to 
spot the vigour here, the 
variation over there; the 
mottled leaf or a dainty 
tilt ofa head, then there's 
the record keeping and the space required 
for all those little babies to become the ones 
that stand out. On top of this is the time 
it takes. To give some perspective to this, 
the breeding programme at Twelve Nunns 
Nursery spans two generations and has taken 
more than 20 years of careful, meticulous 
selection to create a three new Harvington 


erythroniums. And now that Harvington 
trio is finally ready to meet the world. 

‘Twelve Nunns Nursery, based in 
Lincolnshire, is known for delightful 
woodlanders: the Harvington Hellebores, 
interesting anemones and delicate narcissus, 
trilliums that wow and rare roscoeas. It is 
owned by Penny Dawson, whose parents, 
Hugh and Liz Nunn, ran a much-admired 
nursery in the village of Harvington between 
1985 and 2015. “That's where all the 
breeding started,’ explains Penny. 

Penny’ parents retired around the time 
she was starting up her own nursery and so 
it made sense to transfer over the breeding 
stock to her. “I asked my dad why exactly 


PLANTS NURSERY 


he started growing erythroniums and he 
said, “They've got everything: grace, poise 
and charm: That, and their rarity value, 
makes them compelling to grow,’ says Penny. 
And just like that, the compulsion to create 
something wonderful is inherited from one 
generation to the next. 

‘The breeding of the newly released trio 
started with a simple enough cross between 
E. oregonum and E. hendersonii. In the first 
year, you collect the seed, sow it, protect the 
resultant seedlings from damping off and 
slug damage. “At the start the seedlings look 
almost like blades of grass and you have to 
leave them for another two years,’ says Penny. 
“By year three, you can start to poton the > 
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> small bulbs, but you won't see any flowers 
until perhaps year four or five. You have to 
be very consistent with labelling at this point 
because in year five, when they flower, you 
start to see so much variation. 

“At this stage, you might have 100 
bulbs, each slightly different from the next 
and from there it takes years to make the 
selections and slowly bulk up the stock, 
which can only happen through division. 
We started in the 2000s, and it was only 
during the Covid lockdown, 20 years on, 
that we chose our first named varieties. 
What matters more than anything else is 
that they are commercially viable. Our 
aim is to select and supply plants that you 
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can actually grow in your garden. They 
have to thrive; there’s no point producing 
something that is fussy.’ 

On top of good vigour, Penny and 
her team select for size and form of flower. 
“T love the pretty pencil marking in some 
forms, or perhaps good anther colour 
~ details that matter when making a 
selection. Also good stem colour, and 
foliage form with striking mottling - 
that is very appealing. You can see such 
details appear in ‘Harvington Imogen, 
which has beautiful trout lily marking, 
and in ‘Harvington Snowgoose, which 
may be slow to reproduce, but does have 
wonderful foliage. I also love the 


1 Erythronium hendersonii x 
oregonum ‘Harvington 
Elizabeth’ Another of the newly 
released Harvington trio, named 
by Penny's father for her 
mother. Its elegantly whorled 
cream flowers have a rose-pink 
edging and a violet-pink 
pencilling in the throat. It isa 
large cultivar with lightly mottled 
leaves. Flowers late March to 
early April. 30-45cm. 


2 Erythronium hendersonii x 
oregonum ‘Harvington Lilli’ 
The third new release from 
Twelve Nunns Nursery, and 
named for Penny's niece. It 
has cream-coloured flowers, 
with a pale-pink edging to the 
petals and cream-with-pink 
tips, inside and a golden eye 
with rust coloured pencilling. 
Lightly mottled leaves. Flowers 
late March to early April. 
25-35cem. 


3 Erythronium revolutum 
‘Wild Salmon’ 

Adistinctive selection by 
Penny's father Hugh with 
graceful salmon-pink flowers. 
Flowers late April. 25cm. . 


4 Erythronium dens-canis 

‘Old Aberdeen’ Known for its 
exceptional, mottled, purple- 
brown leaf marking, and its 
solitary purple flowers. The 
petals are strongly reflexed with 
gold-brown markings at the 
base and blue anthers. The 
earliest erythronium to flower, 
it will naturalise and spread over 
time. Flowers late February to 
early March. 10cm. RHS H5. 


apple-green foliage of the likes of 
Erythronium tuolumnense ‘Spindlestone.” 
Some erythroniums, such as E. revolutum 
‘Knightshayes Pink, will naturalise in the 
right spaces, such as the edge of woodland 
or under deciduous trees or hedges. The 
plants reproduce in two ways, by division 
and by seed. For the latter to work, the area 
must remain undisturbed to allow the seed to 
germinate, which will happen in early spring. 
Penny thinks they look best planted 
in groups, where you will see them. Like 
many spring bulbs they are only in flower 
for around three weeks, so if they are 
hidden down the bottom of the garden, 
you might miss them. “I’ve got some [> 


PLANTS NURSERY 
Our aim is to select plants you can 
grow in your garden — there's no point 
producing something that is fussy 
y_\ 
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ti 
i 
undistur' . 
spot. It! nice maroon 
nd green ings to the leave 
Flowers April. 25cm. RHS H5. 


ering cultivar with large 
that have an elegant 
recurved petal. The leaves have 
a distinct maroon marking. 
Flowers late April. 20-25cm. 


5 Erythronium oregonum ‘White 
Beauty’ Mottled leaves and 

a profusion of creamy-white 
flowers. It will clump 

up well. Flowers April. 

20-25cm. AGM*. RHS H5. 


6 Erythronium tuolumnense 
“Spindlestone’ Anearly 
flowering cultivar with 
pure-yellow flowers. Its 
distinctive apple-green leaves 
are held in pairs. Forms good 
clumps. Flowers March. 
25-30cm. RHS H5. 


7 Erythronium oregonum 

This species from the Pacific 
northwest of America is smaller 
in stature. Its maroon and green 
mottled leaves offset the 

creamy white flowers. Flowers 
mid-March to early April. 20cm. 


8 Erythronium ‘Harvington 
Sunshine’ Bred by Penny's 
father Hugh, this is a cross 
between E. oregonum and 

E. tuolumnense. It offers vibrant, 
citrus-yellow flowers and 
large, apple-green leaves. 
Avigorous grower forming 
good clumps, with flowers 
atop tall stems. Flowers late 
March to early April. 40cm. 


*Holds an Award of Garden 
Merit from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tMost erythroniums 

have a hardiness rating of 
RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


> growing among Anemone nemorosa 
‘Robinsoniana, along the base of a beech 
hedge in my garden, and their recurved 
heads are so charming,” she says. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Twelve Nunns Nursery, 

16 Carisbrook Grove, Stamford, 

Lincolnshire PE9 2GF. Tel 01778 590455. 
Web twelvenunns.co.uk Open Mail order only. 


READER OFFER 

Gardens Illustrated readers can 
receive exclusive savings on a selection 
of erythroniums from Twelve Nunns 
Nursery. See page 117 for details. 


Growing erythroniums 


+ Erythroniums are found 
throughout Eurasia and North 
America. They grow in woodland 
areas in damp, cool soils. They 
do not tolerate drying out at any 
stage and do best planted in 
dappled shade under shrubs, 
trees or at the base of deciduous 
hedges as long as they do not 
bake in summer. 


+ They are spring ephemerals 
with the leaves appearing in 
February, flowering from March 
to April, and dying back by June. 


+ Bulbs are generally 
despatched July to September, 
and these must be planted out 
immediately. Twelve Nunns also 
sends out rooted bulbs in pots 
from January to March. 


+ Inthe ground, plant with 
pointed end of the bulb 
upwards and the tip 5-6cm from 
the soil surface. Bulbs need 
organic-rich, well-drained soil. 
Add leaf mould and well-rotted 
compost to the soil to increase 
the organic matter. 


PLANTS NURSERY 


+ If growing in pots, Penny 
suggests planting bulbs a 
little deeper. “We use two-litre 
pots and plant the bulbs in the 
bottom third,” she says. 
Compost needs to be kept 
moist at all times, but not too 
soggy or the bulbs will rot. 

It's therefore important that 
the potting mix is very free- 
draining, so add bark or grit 

to open it up. 


+ Protect plants from slugs 
and keep ina cool shady place. 
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How of ideas 


creative meeting of minds has produced a dramatic 
spring garden of contrasts, with water at its heart 


2DS HANNAH GARDNER F 


“IN BRI 

em Name Colebrook House. 
What Private garden featuring a new, 
boldly designed walled garden. 
Where Gloucestershire. 
Size Three acres. 
Soil Medium depth of rich topsoil, 
neutral to slightly alkaline clay. 
Climate Temperate. 
Hardiness zone USDA 8. 


Agloriously high, undulating yew hedge adds to 
the dramatic angles and strong structure of the 
parterre created by designer Todd Longstaffe~*: 
Gowarfiftthe Rel Walled garden. The ut-flower 
borders near the house provide a dazzling display. 
throughout spring and summer with a successit 

i of bulbs, including tulips,and annuals: The pretty % ° 

flavertongloches create a strong link to 
the H@autiful Georgian orangery beyond. 


“vay 


i 
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abbling brooks are a part 
of life in the prosperous 
Cotswold village of Blockley. 
In the 18th and 19th 
centuries, Blockley was at 
the heart of the English silk 
industry, and the Blockley 
Brook, which powered the 
mills, runs through the village and through 
the surprising garden of Colebrook House. 
Enter by its discreet gate, and a smaller body of 
water, the Cole Brook, draws you in, enticing 
you to follow its fern-lined course, crossing 
and re-crossing it via a series of small Georgian 
bridges, until it disappears beneath a grand 
lawn. Here, in front of the Georgian home 
of George and Melissa Apsion, you get a first 
glimpse of the garden's magical appeal. 

In 2016, George and Melissa approached 
the garden designer Todd Longstaffe-Gowan, 
who had been recommended by the architect 
renovating their house. Their brief, explains 
George, was simple: they wanted Todd “to 
breathe life into the place — to create novelty, 
contrast, and surprise”. Todd has answered 
that brief beautifully, creating an unexpectedly 
diverse and bold space that capitalises on the 
sloping gardens striking and irregular terrain. 
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It is very much a garden of contrasts, but with 
water as a unifying theme, adding both drama 
and moments of tranquillity. 

Working closely with George and Melissa, 
Todd has devised areas that reflect the couple's 
love of Tuscany. They asked for a walled 
garden, so Todd created one that slopes down 
from a Georgian orangery, and used a series 
of fastigiate Irish yews to evoke the formality 
and romance of Italian gardens. These 
evergreen sentinels punctuate and unify the 
parterre garden, creating vertical structure 
and, with their asymmetrical positioning, 

a “slight anarchy” that George rather enjoys. 
Their tall forms are trimmed back tightly to 
wire ‘corsets’ by the talented garden team, led 
by head gardener and Hidcote veteran Glyn 
Jones, to keep them slim. 

In spring, the parterre is filled with a 
colourful combination of tulips, alongside 
fragrant perennials and herbs, and edged by low 
Lonicera ligustrina var. pileata hedges. Flowers 
predominate throughout the walled garden and 
spring bulbs are followed later by a succession 
of summer-flowering annuals and bulbs. 

Further along, the spirit of Tuscany is 
conjured again by generous terracotta planters, 
prostrate rosemary that tumbles over [> 


Above Todd used fastigiate Irish yews 

in this newly created walled garden to 
remind the owners of holidays in Italy. 

The trained sour cherries that line the 
Cotswold-stone walls reference the 

more productive walled gardens of the 
Georgian era, but in this modern parterre 
the beds are largely given over to a 
succession of flowers for cutting. In spring, 
the area is dominated by a host of coloured 
tulips, including white Tulipa ‘Trés Chic’ 
and fringed Tulipa ‘Cool Crystal: 


Right, clockwise from top left 


The yew buttons that spill on to the 
lawn are a nod to the silk-weaving 
history of the village, and create 

a wonderful dark backdrop for the 
white blossom of Malus ‘Evereste’ 

The Cole Brook cascades over mossy 
boulders into the historic mill pond 
garden, where a palette of greens 
creates a feeling of calm. 

The mill pond garden was an existing 
feature that Todd has reinvigorated with 
new planting. Framed by a leaning willow, 
the shady space celebrates form and 
texture with an abundance of ferns and 
foliage, brightened in spring by the small, 
pale flowers of Galium odoratum. 
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D> walls and drifts of lavender that scent the 
air in summer. This broad terrace walk links 
the walled garden to the swimming pool, 
where Todd has planted a range of sun-loving, 
drought-tolerant species such as Euphorbia 
characias subsp. wulfenii. 

From the terrace walk, a series of steps 
closely shadow the re-emerging Cole Brook 
as it softly cascades into a plunge pool, before 
merging with the larger Blockley Brook. In 
contrast to the neighbouring walled garden, 
the planting in this mill pond garden is 
predominantly green or pale ivory in hue; 
a densely planted mix of ferns, butcher's 
broom, sweet box, hellebores and a froth 
of Galium odoratum, with woodland bulbs 
having cameo roles in spring. 

On the far side of the brook lies a 
naturalistic, grassy bank that is home to a 
tapestry of spring bulbs, followed later by 
wildflowers. On this side of the water, the 
garden team is trialling an experimental 
planting of evergreens including rhododendron, 
magnolia and michelia to create subtle and 
permeable screening at the property's edge. 
‘These shrubs are firm favourites of George's - 
a reminder of childhood visits to his aunt and 
uncles home at Hodnet Hall in Shropshire, 
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This is a garden of contrasts3x: 
but with water as a unifying: 
theme, adding both drama 

and moments of tranquillity 


where the gardens are full of camellias and 
other acid-loving plants. Thanks to Glyn'’s 
skill, the Colebrook shrubs are now thriving 
on this slightly alkaline site. 

Todd happily admits his original masterplan 
for the garden has been “idiosyncratically 
corrupted and embroidered” over the years to 
respond to George and Melissa’ ever-increasing 
interest in gardening. This deeply creative 
couple feel a little like a latter-day Gertrude 
Jekyll and Edwin Lutyens - George, a music 
producer, simply loves flowers, gravitating 
towards harmonious pastels, while Melissa, 
whose background is in fashion and design, 
has a keen eye for sharp design detail. Their 
enthusiasm is clearly boundless, and their 
unbridled appetite to experiment and improve 
will make for some exciting gardening ahead. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Colebrook House, Lower Street, 
Blockley, Gloucestershire GL56 9DS. 

Web ngs.org.uk Open Open for NGS as part 

of the Blockley Gardens group opening, 23 April 
and 11 June, 2-6pm. Admission £8. 


Find out more about Todd's work at 
tlg-landscape.co.uk 


Above The Blockley Brook cuts through 
the garden, separating the formal areas 
around the house from the romantic 
meadow on the far bank. The bench is 
positioned to enjoy the soothing 
spectacle of the cascading Cole Brook 
in the mill pond garden. 


8 top Colebrook tulips 


1 Tulipa ‘Innuendo’ A bright and vibrant candy-pink and ivory 
Triumph with unusual glaucous foliage. A fun and refreshingly 
playful choice. Flowers April to May. 45cm x 10cm. 
2T. ‘Blushing Girl’ Rich ivory petals are marked with a modest 
edge of cool lilac-rose. Flowers April to May. 60cm x 10cm. 

3 T. ‘Florosa’ A graceful, viridiflora. The shapely, slender petals 
are cream, strongly streaked with green and pastel-pink tips. 
The wonderful shape develops as it matures, bringing a sense 
of dynamism to schemes. Flowers April to May. 45cm x 10cm. 
4T. ‘Lady Jane’ A slight but striking tulip, bred from 
T. clusiana, that will happily naturalise if given free-draining soil. 
The outer petals are washed in pink and demurely open out 
in the sun. Flowers April to May. 40cm x 10cm. AGM*. 
5T. ‘Cool Crystal’ An exuberant double that packs a punch. 
The layered and fringed petals are deep pink with flashes of 
white at the base. Flowers April to May.45cemx 10cm. 
6T. ‘Angélique’ The colour of the soft blush-pink petals on this 
showy double deepen with age. It has strong stems and 
makes a spectacular cut flower. Flowers May. 45cm x 10cm. 
7 T. ‘Spring Green’ This viridiflora is one of the best for 
naturalising as it tends to return year after year. Enjoys partial 
shade. Flowers May. 50cm x 10cm. AGM. 
8T. ‘Flaming Flag’ An eye-catching broken Triumph tulip, with 
white petals beautifully marked with soft-purple flames, and 
handsome grey-green leaves. Flowers April. 55cmx 15cm. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
¥Tulips shown have a hardiness rating of RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


es ~ 
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= a 
\ So where they grow 


Sowing seeds they are to grow is an easy, bother-free way to bring colour to your garden. 


ral Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horti 


HUR 
PARKINSON 


Arthur is a gardener and 
writer, who co-hosts the 
Grow, cook, eat, arrange 
podcast with Sarah Raven 
@arthurparkinson_ 


The romance of scattering seeds around 
the garden and pots is valuable mental 
child's play for gardeners. 


1Myosotis sylvatica ‘Bluesylva’ A self- 
seeding biennial but it is therefore a helpful 
weed suppressant; the more, the merrier for 
flower beds that are to be planted with tulip 
bulbs. | like that once they are over, it’s ajob 
of seconds to just pull the old plants out. 
20cm x 20xm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8bt. 


2 Echium vulgare Starts out its biennial life 
as ahairy, green, star-fish seedling that can 
appear from the tiniest of patio cracks. The 
following year, beginning in late June usually, 
come the towers of flowers of royal blue 

set alive by neon, electric-light-like stamens 
and anthers of pink. 75cm x 50cm. RHS H7, 
USDA 4a-8b. 


3 Linaria maroccana Little Sweeties 
mixture Germinates like mustard and 

cress so sow lightly by the pinch. The flowers 
are like miniature snapdragons, and thrive 
on little attention, so are ideal seeds to gift 
to children for them to try. 45cm x 30cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


4 Helleborus argutifolius A must-have, 
late-winter plant with lime-cordial-toned 
flowers. Does well in places many plants 
would not cope — in dry and dappled shade 
among equally thuggish cottage garden 
perennials, and directly under trees. 

50cm x 90cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-8b. 


5 Foeniculum vulgare |'d be happy to reach 
old age and have an entire garden all 

a-fizz with fennel. For a more cultivated 
charm, ‘Purpureum’ with its brown ostrich- 
like foliage is a favourite froth of welcome 
clumping in my garden. 1.8m x 45cm. 

RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


6 Origanum vulgare A tapestry of pink 
and purple alive with butterflies. If you 
have alight loamy soil, it will develop good, 
carpet-like clumps and the goldfinches will 
delight in the seedheads over the winter. 
90cm x 60cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


7 Arctotis x hybrida ‘Orange Prince’ 

Areal Jaffa Cake-orange, muppet of a flower. 
Like many of South Africa’s sun-worshipping 
annuals, itis very sun sensitive, opening 

and closing as the rays come and go. 

60cm x 30cm. USDA 9a-11. 


STEFANO 
MARINAZ 

Stefano is a garden 
designer who trials many 
plantsthat he uses in his 
gardens on his allotment. 
stefanomarinaz.com 


Sowing in situ is a great way to keep the 
maintenance of the garden low without 
having to transplant from pots. 


1 Lunaria annua ‘Chedglow’ A biennial 
plant for full shade to partial shade with 
spectacular purple leaves. After flowering, 
the stems start desiccating and it is beautiful 
to see the skeleton of the flowering stem still 
standing in the middle of winter. It does self- 
seed easily but not aggressively. 1m x 30cm. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


2 Eschschoizia californica A beautiful 
annual for sunny and well-drained gardens. It 
will self-seed freely without being invasive 
and the foliage will blend well among grasses 
and perennials. 30cm x 15cm. RHS H3, 
USDA 6a-10b. 


3 Nigella papillosa ‘African Bride’ One of 
our favourite annuals to spread in the garden 
in late summer or very early spring. The 
desiccated plants and seed pods will most 
likely stand throughout winter. Great 


as cut flowers when fresh but also great 
when dried. 60cm x 30cm. RHS H3. 


4 Viola labradorica A great gap filler. Its 
dark leaves contrast with the lush green of 
surrounding grasses and perennials. 15cm x 
20cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


5 Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’ A 
fast-growing hardy annual that bulks up quite 
quickly in spring and its dark flowers provide 
aninteresting display against lush green 
grasses such as Melica uniflora f. albida or 
Sesleria autumnaiis. If the plant spreads too 
much, simply remove some of the lower 
stems and use themas cut flowers. 60cm x 
60cm. RHS H3. 


6 Panicum ‘Frosted Explosion’ An annual 
grass | got from Derry Watkins at Special 
Plants. It flowers all summer and its hairy 
appearance allows interesting intermingling 
of perennials such as Echinacea purpurea 
and Eryngium planum ‘Blue Hobbit’. Great 
as cut flowers. 40cm x 30cm. RHS H3. 


7 Verbascum bombyciferum An 
architectural biennial, with large, silver 
leaves and tall flower spikes, which is great 
for full sun and establishes well after 
scattering the seeds either in autumn or 
early spring. The lateral stems make useful 
cut flowers. 1.8m x 60cm. RHS H6. 
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WHERE TO BUY 


Recommended seed suppliers 


+ Chiltern Seeds 
Tel 01491 824675, chilternseeds.co.uk 


+ Crocus 
crocus.co.uk 


+ Moles Seeds 
Tel 01206 213213, wholesale.molesseeds.co.uk 


+ Mr Fothergills 
Tel 0333 777 3936, mr-fothergills.co.uk 


+ Plant World Seeds 
Tel 01803 872939, plant-world-seeds.com 


+ Sarah Raven 
Tel 0345 092 0283, sarahraven.com 


* Special Plants 
Tel 01225 891686, specialplants.net 
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CHARLIE RYRIE 


Charlieis a florist and 
flower grower who 
pioneered the wild floristry 
style and climate-conscious 
cut-flower growing. 
thewildgardener.co.uk 


Direct sowing is the most sustainable option 
for most annual flowering plants, avoiding 
time and inevitable wastage in pricking out 
or transplanting seedlings. 


1 Agrostemma githago ‘Ocean Pear!’ Tall, 
elegant, utterly beautiful, slightly ethereal, 
and lasting well in a vase — possibly my 
favourite midsummer annual. As happy 

in light shade as full sun. Surface sow the 
seeds. 60cm x 30cm. RHS H5. 


2 Ammi visnaga Sow in April for 
alate-summer display. Strong branching 
stems with dark-green filigree foliage carry 
generous platters of creamy-green flowers. 
Impressive seedheads curl in on themselves 
for late-season arrangements. 90cm x 
40cm. RHS H6. 


3 Clarkia pulchella A wonderfully reliable 
addition to any cut-flower patch. Quick to 
germinate in an open spot, it tolerates heat 
and comparative dro . 30cm. 


4 Linum grandiflorum Thin, wiry stems 
support delicate saucer-shaped, rose-pink 
flowers. Although they prefer to be sown in 
asunny spot, with seeds scarcely covered, 
they seem to germinate happily even with 
competition. 45cm x 20cm. AGM. RHS H4. 


5 Lonas annua Offering deep-yellow, button 
heads on strong wiry stems, this is drought 
tolerant once established and provides 
long-lasting colour in troughs or beds. Sow 
seed sparsely or thin well to encourage 

a good branching habit. 45cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


6 Matthiola longipetala subsp. bicornis 
Night-scented stocks release an incredibly 
sweet, evening perfume, so sow in a sunny 
spot near a door or window. Deadhead 
conscientiously or sow several times from 
April to June for a continued summer show. 
40cm x 20cm. RHS H5. 


7 Papaver rhoeas Combine traditional 
scarlet field poppies with deepest pinks and 
reds of ‘Pandora’ or paler ‘Angels Choir 
Mixed’, with ruffles and picotee edges. 
Scatter onto open, sunny ground in April 

to enjoy first blooms in about ten weeks. 
60cm x 10cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-10b. 


Find tips on how to sow seeds at 
gardensillustrated.com/seedsowing 


THE FINEST CUT OF ALL 


CLASSIC ATCO 


ut look no further than 


For power, dependability, and the finest 
vers 


ATCO’'s Classic range of petrol lawnmo\ 


nith features, these no-nonsense 


offer terrific value for money. 


Powered by easy-start STIGA engines and packed 
hardworking machines ¢ 


ATCO.CO.UK 


Centre of 
attention 


Manchester's first city-centre 
public park has been unveiled on 
the formerly derelict site of 
Mayfield station. Mayfield Park is 
the centrepiece of a 24-acre 
residential, commercial and retail 
development that prioritises green 
space and biodiversity. Designed 
by Studio Egret West, the six-and- 
a-half-acre park forms a series of 
spaces, from an urban square to 
quiet areas for contemplation 
alongside the River Medway, and 
open green spaces for sport and 
informal play — including a slide 
across the water. Wilder and more 
natural spaces include wildflower 
meadows and rain gardens, all 
planted for both horticultural 
interest and biodiversity. 
mayfieldmanchester.co.uk 
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DESIGN INSIGHT 


Hidden depths 


Careful sculpting transforms a sloping 
garden into an immersive space to be 
enjoyed rather than a showpiece to be seen 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS 
PHOTOGRAPHS MARION BRENNER 


The brief 


The owners of this small, sloping and north-facing garden in 

San Francisco's Pacific Heights had few stipulations when they 
approached Surfacedesign during the pandemic. “Gardens in the 
city are often viewed rather than occupied, but during that time, 
there was more importance attached to enjoying our outdoor 
space,” says landscape architect Roderick Wyllie, who worked 

on the project with colleague Michal Kapitulnik. 

The existing garden was not conducive to enjoyment. It was 
home to formal terraces that stepped down on to a struggling 
lawn — not suited to the Californian climate without extensive use 
of water — a large beech tree that took up more than half of the 
garden and a broken water feature. “It felt like a garden that had 
nowhere to go," says Roderick. 

The clients, who are not gardeners, simply requested an 
organic, looser space to enjoy, one that contrasted to the more 
formal interior of the house and would give a sense of escape, 
fragrance and colour. They also wanted to enjoy views down on 
to the garden from the upper part of the house. 


The design 


The top of the house affords views north to San Francisco Bay, 
but these can't be seen from the garden as it slopes downwards 
and is surrounded by trees and other properties. “Because you 
can't see the view, we felt it was important to feel immersed in 
the garden,” explains Roderick. The terraces were swept away 
and the garden was sculpted into a slope, with a staggered 
limestone staircase leading down from the top patio to the lower 
terrace. Itis home to a pair of custom-sliced stone benches. 
The existing pittosporum hedge on three sides was retained and 
filled in, and three dogwoods were added for height and seasonal 
interest. These were underplanted with drought-tolerant plants. 

“The clients have had an unexpected engagement with the 
garden,” says Roderick. “They have seen hummingbirds there — 
the garden is alive in a way they didn't expect it to be. The original 
conversation was much more about aesthetics, so this was 
thrilling to hear.” 

Turn the page to discover more design ideas [> 


Left Framed by an existing hedge, the garden has a simple, immersive 
feel. A staggered limestone staircase leads down to the lower terrace, 
home to two custom-made stone benches. Three flowering dogwoods 
add height and seasonal colour, underplanted with variegated plants. 
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Benches and boulders 


The layout 
As the garden only measures 14m by 9m and slopes on a 3:1 
slope or an 18-degree angle, it was clear that the layout would 
need to be simple and uncluttered. “Once there are two or three 
people in the garden, it is full” says Roderick. The top space 
near the house has limestone paving that is flexible in terms of 
furniture and use, and has a tiny bit of a view. Twelve staggered 
steps lead down to the lower garden, the most immersive space. 
“We wanted the garden to reveal itself as you descend into it, 
so we started over in terms of circulation,” says Roderick. 
“The path down to the lower part of the garden is staggered, 
so is more meandering now, to encourage visitors to slow 
down,’ The lower terrace is composed of limestone pavers 
interplanted with evergreen groundcover plants. 
The original garden had terraces and retaining walls, 
which were removed. “We shaped and sculpted the whole 
slope instead,” explains Roderick. “The trees and boulders 
were carefully graded into the slope to create natural 
terracing. The gentle gradient, boulders and planting 
keep the slope from subsiding” 
‘The soil was substantially improved before planting. 
“The soil is what we call Franciscan chert. It's a crumbly, 
rocky soil. Amended soil makes a garden successful here?” 


Benches and boulders 


‘The boulders and stone for the two benches are local granite 
Sonoma field stones, sourced from a stone distributor and 
fabricator across the bay. “We wanted to connect the garden to 
a wider regional landscape and immerse the clients in a version 
of it? explains Roderick. Eight boulders of different shapes and 
sizes punctuate the downward slope: “They create a sense of 
continuity and allowed us to be bold in a small space” 

In the lower garden, large stones have been shaped into organic 
benches, creating a destination and a place to sit. Smaller projects 
allow Roderick and his colleagues hands-on experimentation 
with materials: “We picked out the stones we wanted to use and 
indicated where we wanted the cuts made” The cut areas were 
then honed and polished smooth. “We didn’t know what the 
insides would look like,” says Roderick. “We like working with 
natural materials, as we don’t quite know what we're going to get.” 

‘The form of the benches was inspired by the work of 
US-Japanese sculptor Isamu Noguchi. “I love how his hand 
is revealed but at the same time the essence of the material is 
maintained. The stone rules the composition but at the same 
time there's an interaction with it” 

All of the materials had to be craned into the site. “The crane 
schedule is a reality in San Francisco — there is no other way.” 
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Planting 

Trees 

A trio of dogwoods (Cornus kousa), two on the main slope 
and a third at the bottom of the garden, bring height to the 
space. “They define it without overwhelming it. They're not 
shade trees — in San Francisco, shade is sometimes needed, 
but here we needed to allow light into the garden” 


Hedges 

The garden was surrounded by an existing Pittosporum 
tenuifolium hedge on three sides. “We wanted to be responsible, 
not ripping everything out, so the new planting is a bridge 
between what was there before and what's there now.’ Holes 

in the hedges were filled in, with additional pittosporum and 
evergreen Clematis armandii ‘Snowdrift. Hydrangea quercifolia 
(oak-leaved hydrangea) were added in front to create depth 
visually, plus some seasonal interest in summer and autumn, 


Variegated plants 

Most of the plants are completely drought tolerant, as water 
management is of course a big issue in California. But aside 
from that, Roderick wanted to explore something he had never 
done before: variegated plants. “Smaller projects give us an 


opportunity to explore and do more,’ says Roderick. “So after 
years of avoiding variegated plants, we were really interested 
in using them here. In the past, variegation might have felt out 
of place or a little bit too ornamental, but in this garden we felt 
there was an opportunity.’ The palette of variegated plants is 
limited to Hylotelephium ‘Autumn Charm, Miscanthus sinensis 
“Morning Light and Carex oshimensis Everest (= ‘Fiwhite’), their 
pale tones bringing a wash of light to the north-facing space. 
“The variegation is interesting in itself but also provides an 
almost glowing light effect in the evening. And it complements 
the white flowers of the dogwood” 

The other plants were chosen to complement the variegated 
plants, including the grey-toned fern Athyrium ‘Ghost; silver- 
blue Eryngium planum ‘Blue Glitter’ white and blue salvias 
(Salvia x sylvestris ‘Schneehiigel’ and Salvia Mystic Spires 
Blue (= ‘Balsalmisp’)). 

‘The garden contains quite a high proportion of evergreens, 
including Isotoma fluviatilis, blue star creeper, surrounding the 
paving in the lower garden and Clematis armandii ‘Snowdrift 
along the house. “We didn’t want the garden to feel completely 
dormant in winter” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Find out more about Surfacedesign at sdisf.com 
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HPB's Tigh Mor Trossachs in the Scottish Highlands 


Enjoy a lifetime of 
holidays in beautiful 


places 


“In my experience, HPB has all the 
ingredients of a perfect holiday 
- stylish and comfortable homes, 
excellent leisure facilities and 


beautiful, well-kept grounds, ideal 
for garden lovers. Asa Bondholder, 


I've got a lot of holidaying to look 
forward to in retirement!” 


Broadcasterand Bondholder >>; 
since 2001 


Sue visiting HPB’s Lodge Yard 
in the Yorkshire,Dales 


a 
‘ 


The Holiday Property Bond 


- 


ate 


rsh Manoir du Hillguy in Brittany ~ 


Both here in the UK and overseas, the Holiday 
Property Bond always seeks to find the most 
beautiful and unspoilt locations, with many 
of our holiday properties situated in National 
Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. We have strived to ensure that our 
landscaping and gardens complement, 

and enhance, what is already there. St Brides 
Castle in Pembrokeshire and Lodge Yard in 
the Yorkshire Dales have both won prestigious 
gardening awards; the gardens at Upper 
Norton, near Ludlow, opened for charity as 
part of the National Garden Scheme; and the 
award-winning botanical gardens are one of 
the finest features of El Balcon de Santa Ana 
on the Canary Island of La Gomera. 

Asa Bondholder you can holiday in any of 
more than 1,400 HPB-owned properties at 
over 30 UK and European locations for the 
whole of your lifetime and then pass the 
benefits on to your children or grandchildren. 
An initial investment of as little as £5,000 
means that you can look forward to truly 
memorable holidays in beautiful places, with 
top quality accommodation year after year. 


To find out more about HPB, please read 
‘Exclusive holidays for life’ on the right and 
then ask for your FREE information pack. 


Call FREE on 
Visit our website 
Scan the QR code 


7 HPB's El Balcon de Santa‘Ana on La Gomel : 


Exclusive holidays 
for life 

Aninitial payment from 
£5,000 anda quarterly 
fee ofjust over £35 (that 
is around £140 ayear), 
which canincreasein 
line with but not exceed 
the Retail Price Index 
Excluding Mortgage 
Interest (RPIX), gives 
you access to all HPB’s 
holiday homes. For 
each HPB holiday, you 
will pay ano-profit user 
charge covering only 
propertyrunning and 
maintenance costs a 

use of on-site facilities. 
The chargeis the same 
throughout the year and 
fora studio averages 
about £347 aweekand 
around £533 aweekfora 
two-bedroom property. 
Larger properties are 
also available. Afteran 
initial charge of 25% 
your moneyis invested 
ina fund of holiday 
properties and securities. 
The fund itself meets 
annual charges of 2.5% 
of itsnetassets at cost, 
calculated monthly. 
Yourinvestment return 
is purelyin the form of 
holidaysand, aswith 
mostinvestments, 

your capitalis at risk. 
Youcan surrender 

your investment tothe 
company aftertwo 
years or more (subjectto 
deferral in exceptional 
circumstances) but you 
willget back less than 
you invested because of 
thecharges referred to 
above, as well as other 
overheads and changes 
inthe value of thefund’s 
properties and securities. 
This advertisement 
isissued by H#PB 
Management Limited 
(HPBM), the main UK 
agent andthe property 
managerfor HPB, 
authorised andregulated 
by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, registered at 
HPB House, Newmarket, 
Suffolk, CB8 8EH. HPB 

is available exclusively 
through HPBM. HPBis 
issued by HPB Assurance 
Limited (HPBA) 
registered in the Isle of 
Manandauthorised by 
the Financial Services 
Authority there. HPBM 
promotes only HPBand 
isnotindependent of 
HPBA. Holders of policies 
issued by HPBA will not be 
protected by the Financial 
Services Compensation 
Schemeif the company 
becomes unable to meet 
its liabilities to them but 
Isle of Mancompensation 
arrangements apply to 
new policies. 


DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 


Swing seats 


While away the hours in comfort with one of these relaxing swing seats 


MPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


IMMERSED SNUG BELLS AND WHISTLES 


Fable Swing, Todus Baza Swing Seat, Old Rocker Three Seater Swinging Sofa, 
€6,790, Myface, £3,581, Encompass, From £4,190, ODD, 
+351 (0)913 301 919, myface.eu 023 9241 0045, encompassco.com 01865 416836, oddlimited.com 


= 
SIMPLE CONTEMPORARY LAID BACK 
Swing Bench, from £2,650, Ethimo Swing Seat, black and natural Carl Hansen BK13 Outdoor Suspended 
The Oak & Rope Company, 01227 teak, £5,153, Made In Design, Swing Sofa, £1,320, Innes, 
469413, theoakandropecompany.co.uk 020 7692 4001, madeindesign.co.uk 01482 649271, innes.co.uk 
=» 


Discover a wider 
range of swing 
seats by scanning 
this QR code 

with your phone 
camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated. 
com/swingseats 


a 


DOZING CLASSIC SHADED 


Large Classic Teepee Bed, charcoal, The Tranquillity Garden Swing Seat, three Lima Deluxe Aluminium Swing Seat, 
£499, Latzio Living, seater, oak, £4,066.20, Sitting Spiritually, £1,999, Harbour Lifestyle, 
020 8296 1892, latzio.com 01297 443084, sittingspiritually.co.uk 0330 808 1744, harbourlifestyle.co.uk 
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GARDENS HOW IT WORKS 


Browse 
ILLUSTRATED 
Take alook at some of our latest 
fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 
2) Redeem 


44 Follow the link provided in each 


p R¢( )¢ ; R A \ [ \ [ k offer and apply the offer code when 


placing your order. 


Check out the latest offers from Gardens Find even more 
: ~—” Go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
Illustrated Reader Rewards scheme, with lots to find the full range of discounts, deals 


and competitions available to you. 


more to discover online 


Creat@Xcademy 


20% OFF CREATE ACADEMY COURSES 


Create Academy's aim is to help you build your creative Arthur Parkinson, James Wong, Poppy Okotcha, Willow 
confidence and make learning a joy through beautiful, Crossley, Dan Pearson OBE, Jason Ingram and The Land 
thoughtfully curated video courses. All courses are online, Gardeners, Create Academy courses are the perfect way 
so you can watch and learn whenever and wherever suits to learn more about horticulture and get the most from 
you best. There's no beginning or finish date and they're your garden this year. 

completely self-paced so that you can stop, start and pause 

each lesson to fit around your own schedule. With expert Claim your 20% discount using the code GARDENS20 
tutors including Jane Scotter, Bex Partridge, when booking your course at createacademy.com 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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HATTINGLEY 
VALLEY 


om 


Semen here to go 


SAVE £25 ON A CASE OF 
ENGLISH WINE 

Hattingley Valley specialises 

in premium, award-winning 
sparkling and still English wines, 
using grapes grown on-site and 
from vineyards across the south 
of England. This Hampshire- 
based winery is renowned for 

its innovative and refreshingly 
modern approach to winemaking. 
Sample some of Hattingley’s 
delicious wine for less when you 
buy a range case and save £25. 
The case comprises six wines — 
Blanc de Blancs 2014, Classic 
Reserve NV, Rosé 2019, Still Rosé 
2021, Still White 2020 and The 
English Gent 2019 — and costs just 
£155 with your discount. 


Visit hattingleyvalley.com/ 
collections/cases/products/ 
hattingley-range-case-1 and use 
code GI25 at checkout. 


AMBASSADOR 


UP TO 10% ON A GETAWAY WITH 
PARKDEAN RESORTS 

With more than 65 parks found in stunning coastal and 
countryside locations up and down the country, Parkdean 
Resorts’ fantastic offering of UK holidays and short breaks 
will leave you spoilt for choice. And with 10% off spring, 
early summer and autumn holidays, or 5% off school and 
bank holiday periods, there's never been a better time to 
book a break with Parkdean Resorts! 


Use code GARDEN44 at parkdeanresorts.co.uk/ 
partnerships/parkdean-rewards/ to get your discount 


SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON AN 
AMBASSADOR SAILING 

As Britain's newest cruise line, Ambassador is here to 
delight and inspire you. On board you'll enjoy the warmest 
welcome, accompanied by exceptional service, a great 
range of dining options and amazing entertainment. With 
a range of inspiring destinations combined with unbeatable 
value, Ambassador promises you an unforgettable holiday. 


Use GARDENS1O at ambassadorcruiseline.com for 10% 
off in addition to any other deals or offers available. You 
can also book on 0808 102 8525 or via your travel agent 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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The Wildflowers of South Africa 


The highlights 


Garden tours with Frances Tophill 
Gardener & TV presenter Frances 
Tophill will be your host for two days. 


Experience Grootbos with Sean Privett 
Join popular botanist Sean Privett fora 
guided walk and a unique flower safari. 


View the Wildflowers 
Enjoy one of the floral world’s most 
magnificent events. 


Explore The Cape 
Visit majestic Table Mountain and 
the scenic Wine Region. 


Wa 35 


For further details - T: 020 7529 8547 | E: info @africatravel.co.uk www.africatravel.com 


The accommodation: 


The award-winning properties Bushmans 
Kloof and Grootbos Nature Reserve are 
complemented by the beachside Shark 
Bay Boutique Hotel and Cape Town's 
renowned Commodore Hotel. 


The expert 

Frances Tophill is a 
gardener and author, 
who also presents 
the BBC’s Gardeners’ 
World and ITV's 

Love Your Garden. 


OP a 


South Africa is 

a destination 

rich in incredible 

flora and on this 

superb 15-day 

group tour you 

will be visiting 

when the breathtaking Wildflowers are 
at their most colourful. In addition you'll 
meet one of the most popular figures in 
horticulture, the BBC Gardeners’ World 
presenter Frances Tophill, and spend time 
with her exploring some of the Cape’s 
most beautiful gardens and sights. 


Dates: August 28 - September 11, 2023 
15 days from £4,595pp sharing 


What’s included 


Direct British Airways return flights 

© Garden tours with Frances Tophill 

¢ Luxury accommodation throughout 

* Wildflower visits 

© Wine-tasting with lunch 

* Table Mountain tour 

* Visit to Stony Point Penguin Colony 

© Q&A events with Frances Tophill & Sean Privett 
* Champagne sunset cruise 

¢ Activities at Bushmans Kloof & Grootbos 
¢ Afternoon tea at Vineyard Hotel 
Specialist horticultural tour manage! 

* Transport and entrance fees 


africatravel 
| | 


WHITE 
COTTAGE 


GREENHOUSES 


01270 753826 


WWW.WHITECOTTAGE.CO.UK 


INFO@WHITECOTTAGE.CO.UK 


Visit our new website for fresh inspiration 


zie 


and to learn more about 
our greenhouses 


ES: ceil ee 


Bespoke Victorian Glasshouses, Paradise Garden, RHS Bridgewater 


DOWNTOOLS 


Book reviews, reader offer, the crossword and Alice Vincent 


Find inspiration for spring arrangements using 
amix of woody plants, perennials and bulbs, 
including Malus sylvestris and Narcissus ‘Bell 
Song’, in Rachel Siegfried’s The Cut Flower 
Sourcebook, reviewed on page 108. 


com 107 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


The 
Cut Flower 
SOURCEBOOK 


THE CUT FLOWER 
SOURCEBOOK: 
EXCEPTIONAL 
PERENNIALS AND WOODY 
PLANTS FOR CUTTING 

by Rachel Siegfried 


Filbert Press, £35 
ISBN 978-1739903923 


A handsome and engaging book detailing a 
low-input approach to cut-flower growing that 
will appeal to professionals and amateurs alike. 


Reviewer Louise Curley is a freelance garden and nature writer. 


‘The surge in interest over the 
past decade in seasonal, 
British-grown cut flowers has 
seen a boom in books on the 
subject. Much of the emphasis 
has been on growing highly 
productive annuals, but there's 
a lot of time, effort and 
resources involved in all 
that sowing, pricking out 
and growing on, which is why 
this book, the first one in the 
cut-flower genre to focus 
entirely on perennial and 
woody plants, is such a delight. 
With her extensive 
experience as a gardener, flower 
grower and florist, Rachel 
Siegfried, owner of the flower 
farm Green and Gorgeous 
in Oxfordshire, has brought 
together a definitive selection 
of 128 tried-and-tested 
woody plants and perennials, 
including bulbs and climbers, 
that provide colour and interest 
for arrangements for each 
season. Because these plants 
return each year they require 
much less work than annuals, 
and, as Siegfried observes, 
seem more able to cope with 
the changing climate. 
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Using a garden-led 
approach that is key to her 
signature naturalistic floral 
style, the first part of the 
book focuses on the craft 
of arranging and how that 
influences the choice of 
plants. There's also a section 
on seasonal tasks and the 
plants that are at their peak. 

The second half is 
devoted to a substantial plant 
directory, which includes 
cultivation advice for each 
plant and recommendations 
for cultivars along with tips 
on when to pick and how to 
condition for the best vase life. 

The book is beautifully 
illustrated throughout with 
images by photographer Eva 
Németh and Siegfried herself. 
These include practical shots, 
flat lays, arrangements and 
plant portraits. 

This book will surely 
become a go-to resource for 
cut-flower growers looking 
for a more sustainable way of 
growing, but it’s also worth 
delving into if you want to 
boost the picking potential 
of your garden borders. 


Gardeers 


Grow 


A book with a joyful cho 


WHAT GARDENERS GROW: 
600 PLANTS CHOSEN BY 
THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
PLANTSPEOPLE 

by Bloom 


Frances Lincoln, £25 
ISBN 978-0711272903 


rus of over 250 gardening 


voices. Although they are all singing about plants, 


they each have their own unique tune. 


Reviewer Tamsin Westhorpe is curator of Stockton Bury Gardens. 


What an ingenious idea to 
collect up the favourite 

plants of some of the world’s 
greatest plantspeople and put 
them into one book. I found 
myself being just as interested 
in the biographies of the 
contributors as I was in 

their chosen plants. 

This 336-page hardback 
book is beautifully illustrated 
by Melanie Gandyra and well 
worth the price tag. Not all 
600 plants are illustrated, 
which is a shame, but the text 
is exciting enough with the 
gardener, plant hunter, 
designer or grower sharing 
the reason for their choice in 
an easily digestible way. 

My favourite contributor 
was the plant hunter Tom 
Hart Dyke, who explains why 
his top pick, Salvia “Dad's 
Brown Trousers, carries such 
a name ~ it was inspired by his 
late father, who could often be 
found wandering around the 
garden in his beloved light 
brown-pink trousers. It’s 
these personal stories that 
make this book so special 
and elevate it far above 


more conventional A-Z 
plant directories. 

I had wrongly assumed that 
all the plants would have been 
specialist or hard to come by, 
but the mix is wonderfully 
diverse. There are vegetables, 
herbs, trees and annuals, with 
plants to excite both the new 
hobby gardener and the 
enthusiast. Each entry comes 
with the essential details 
of height, position, soil and 
hardiness, and offers the 
botanical and common name. 
As the advice is from experts 
with first-hand experience, it 
is a reliable growers’ guide. 

It’s the perfect book to dip 
in and out of, and a wonderful 
way of ensuring that you aren't 
missing out on any great 
plants. My preferred way to 
read this book is to scan the 
people index at the back and 
look to see what my favourite 
plantspeople have picked as 
their special plant — it often 
isn’t what I had expected. 

This is a book that I would 
be happy to lend to any 
gardening friend, but I'd 
definitely want it back. 


Cultivation Our New Garden Tool Collection 
f Beautifully pack ell Yen tools 
Featuring Nestans fron the VGA callectton 

i 


Pedigre 
The New By Plog 17 
Generation of ~ 
British Bulldog Tools bred 
from over 240 years of 
Heritage, Craftsmanship 
& Manufacturing 
bloodlines. 


BLISHE 


- CHELSEA - 


ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2023 — beg July 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(I day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3.1 Spm, over three terms) 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January — March 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), !0.30am-3. 15pm, plus 2 days homework) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 19, 20,26, 27 April 2023 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 
lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 
Rosemary Alexander's much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


See 


www.,jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 57688 


Co. 
GALVANISED STEEL 


Garden Planters | Obelisks 
Water Butts | Window Boxes | Water Features 


www.arthurjack.co.uk 10% OFF QUOTE: 23ADGL2 
01905 778351 | sales@arthurjack.co.uk 


” 0333 400 1500 toca: rate 5 
eS harrodhorticultural.com [Ok 


RANUNGULUS 


RANUNCULUS: BEAUTIFUL 
BUTTERCUPS FOR HOME 
AND GARDEN 

by Naomi Slade 


Pavilion Books, £25 
ISBN 978-1911663973 


A colourful, informative book that is an 
inspiring read for anyone who loves these 
luxurious, abundant blooms. 


Reviewer Becky Crowley is a gardener and artist. 


As the seasonal cut-flower 
growing movement has gained 
momentum in recent years, 
interest in Ranunculus has 
flourished. This florists’ 
favourite has become the early 
spring substitute for the peony 
or rose. Naomi Slade’s timely 
book, with photography by 
Georgianna Lane, focuses on 
the many-petalled forms of the 
Persian buttercup, Ranunculus 
asiaticus. Cut-flower cultivars 
take centre-stage in the text, but 
Slade has risen to the challenge 
of tackling the genus as a whole. 
This is no mean feat, given 
that the Ranunculus genus 
includes a diverse range of 
species, from the aggressively 
vigorous meadow buttercup, to 
numerous, exquisite alpine 
species, as well as the aquatic 
R. aquatilis. We learn that our 
highly bred florists’ Ranunculus 
is only a subset within the 
context of a much larger whole. 
Coming from a background 
in cut-flower growing, I found it 
particularly interesting to read 
about the breeders of popular 
ranunculus series such as Cloni, 
Success, Romance and Elegance 


(see page 50), all of which are 
petal-laden doubles. The 
breeding of new cultivars is 
clearly far from over, with 
fashions now turning away 
from the uniformity and 
heaviness of these doubles, 
towards forms with a looser, 
more variable habit. 

The Butterfly series, created 
in recent years to meet this 
new demand, is far more open 
in form, with a ‘lustrous shee” 
caused by a wax layer on the 
petals, and has become rightly 
popular. Descriptions and 
photographs of this particular 
series has certainly whet my 
appetite, and I am keen to 
try growing them myself. 

Much of this sumptuous 
book is dedicated to fine 
descriptions of the species and 
cultivars themselves, but there 
are also chapters covering the 
history, botany, growing and 
care of ranunculus. 

Naomi Slade offers an 
accomplished introduction 
to the genus, and this book is 
likely to appeal equally to 
florists, flower growers and 
cut-flower enthusiasts. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


Botany of the 
Kitchen Garden 


BOTANY OF THE 
KITCHEN GARDEN 
by Héléna Dove 


Kew Publishing, £20 
ISBN 978-1842467831 


A deep dive into the science that underpins your veg 
plot from Kew’ head kitchen gardener, explaining 
why your fruit and veg behave the way they do. 


Reviewer Sally Nex is an author and veg grower. 


This is no ordinary book about 
growing veg. Don’t expect 
advice about planting distances 
or how to tackle slugs: this is 
kitchen gardening at a cellular 
level. It helps if you know your 
apical buds from your petioles 
(though there’ a helpful 
glossary in case you don't). 

To be honest, as a 
flibbertigibbet arts student 
with only a tenuous grasp of 
the finer points of scientific 
methodology, I was already a 
bit daunted by the contents 
page, largely in Latin and with 
a lot of chat about botany, 
taxonomy and nomenclature. 

I needn't have worried. 
Hélena Dove is a gentle guide: 
as a hands-on gardener who 
just happens to work in 
a world-leading botanical 
garden, she never lets the 
science overshadow her 
obvious fascination with the 
sheer extraordinariness of even 
the most everyday vegetables. 

She takes us on a forensic 
examination of dozens of crops 
(some surprising: oilseed rape, 
peanuts and bananas aren't 
your average allotment staples), 


explaining in her clear, calm, 
measured way why they 
behave as they do. She dissects 
day-to-day gardening activities 
too: how softwood cuttings 
take; what happens when you 
prune apple trees; and why 
composting works. 

Every page I turned was an 
“Oh so that’s why!” moment. 

I found out why seeds don't 
store forever; the link between 
beetroot and the smell of 
petrichor; and what exactly is 
happening when your fingers 
turn green while you're 
de-sideshooting tomatoes. This 
is a gold mine for gardening 
trivia enthusiasts. Did you 
know leek roots pull plants 
down to an optimum depth in 
the earth by shrinking in 
reaction to light? When there's 
no more light, they stop 
shrinking. Simples! 

All this is punctuated with 
beautiful photographs of the 
kitchen garden at Kew, newly 
restored last year. It is a 
delightful reminder of just how 
amazing plants are: I'll never 
look at my veg in quite the 
same way again. 
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DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


GARDEN 


RESILIENT GARDEN: 
SUSTAINABLE GARDENING 
FOR A CHANGING CLIMATE 
by Tom Massey 


Dorling Kindersley, £27 
ISBN 978-0241575833 


A well-pitched guide to sustainable gardening, full 
of useful steps from soil testing and water storage 


to a raised bed higelkultur using rotten wood. 


Reviewer Jonny Bruce is a plantsman and writer. 


An ascending light in recent 
years has been that of garden 
designer Tom Massey. His 
celebrated gardens at RHS 
Hampton Court Palace and 
Chelsea flower shows have often 
held a socio-political message 
and it seems right that he would 
continue to push for change 
with his first book. There is no 
issue more pressing than the 
threat of climate breakdown 
and Massey has produced 
a call to action for all gardeners 
to consider ways to increase 
the resilience and boost the 
biodiversity of even the smallest 
gardens. For, as Massey points 
out, gardens cover 433,000 
hectares of the UK’s landscape 
and their contribution to this 
fight should not be overlooked. 
Ina brief introduction 
Massey recounts his first garden 
experiences and the significance 
of early visits to the Cornish 
coast. These rugged, yet 
floriferous, landscapes continue 
to influence Massey's design 
and helped him question the 
importance of distinguishing 
between garden and landscape. 
Such an approach is evidenced 
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in the few photographs of 
Massey’s realised designs, each 
of which holds a fine balance of 
wildness even in the most urban 
and domestic of settings. The 
rest of the illustrations are 
expressed through incredibly 
high-definition CGI renderings 
created by the graphic 
visualisation company AVA - 
replete with QR codes to satisfy 
the more tech-savvy reader. 
The format and typography 
is that of a science textbook with 
a slightly overwhelming number 
of infographics to bring all the 
statistics to life. The primary 
thrust is as a practical guide on 
how to adapt a small garden for 
a changing climate, but there is 
also a useful section of further 
reading for those wishing to 
go deeper. Massey has also 
chosen a range of inspiring 
pioneers to interview including 
Grow2Know founder Tayshan 
Hayden-Smith and master 
nurseryman Olivier Filippi. 
‘There is a risk that the book 
tries to do too much, but it is 
undeniably comprehensive and 
will certainly give a range of 
growers food for thought. 


Learn about mosses, get your houseplants to flourish, or just 
chill out with the art of Zen and some of April's other new picks. 


WHY WE GARDEN 

by Claire Masset 

Batsford Books, £14.99, 
ISBN 978-1849947565 
Drawing on the wisdom of 
writers, artists, scientists and 
philosophers, this thoughtful 
guide explores why we love 
our gardens. 


THINGS TO DO WITH PLANTS 
by Emma Crawforth 

Kew Publishing, £18, 

ISBN 978-1842467794 

A plethora of ways in which we 
can interact with plants, including 
making perfumes or tea, weaving 
baskets, reducing noise and 
improving office productivity. 
ZEN IN THE GARDEN 

by Miki Sakamoto 

Scribe Publications, £12.99, 
ISBN 978-1914484032 
Observations from a life spent in 
contemplation, demonstrating 
how to use gardening to slow 
down and accept life as itis — the 
Japanese art of garden bathing. 
LEGENDS OF THE LEAF 

by Jane Perrone 

Unbound, £14.99, 

ISBN 978-1800182004 

The stories behind 25 iconic 
houseplants with tips on how 
to get them to thrive, from the 
indoor plant expert and host of 
the podcast On The Ledge. 


THE HIDDEN WORLD OF 
MOSSES 

by Neil Bell 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 
£25, ISBN 978-1910877456 

An accessible guide to these 
often overlooked plants, found in 
habitats as diverse as Antarctic 
tundra and tropical rainforests. 


ee MUN TON S' Made by hand. Designed to last a lifetime. 
1 TRADITIONAL 01283 700511" 
PLANT SUPPORTS — muntons‘net 


Miami 
2 Seater 
Swing 
RRP £4799 


RES & ONLINE R ILERS. visit THE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 


GARDEN FURNITURE | OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING | GROW YOUR OWN 
ARBOURS | PLANTERS | TRELLIS | FENCING & MORE... 


www.zestoutdoorliving.co.uk pe 


Poddy 
& Black 


Natural Rubber Garden Shoes 


Est.1980 


€¥ Garden Artefacts [ae + aa 
Made in England Fabulously floral, seriously comfortable, 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers totally waterproof 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk www.poddyandblack.com 
Tel. 01773 550495 EU Customers please use www.golden-rabbit.de 


GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


Curated by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and horticulturalist Noel Kingsbury, Garden Masterclass is a unique education portal 

for garden and landscape people. Our live events begin this month with ‘Wildside — the story of a garden’ Film Premiere; Spring 

photography workshop with Jason Ingram; Sicily - three day conference with James Hitchmough, Sarah Eberle and Radicepura 
Garden Festival; Garden Model Making with Annie Guilfoyle; Garden Writing Workshop with Noel Kingsbury. 


Many more events to follow both live and online go to 


SUPPORTED BY 
a\~ 


or email gardenmasterclass@gmail.com ALITEx" 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Join Gardens Illustrated for the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2023 


With show gardens from Cleve West, Tom Massey, Sarah Price and Chris 
Beardshaw, Chelsea 2023 is gearing up to be another great show 
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Sign up now to Gardens Illustrated's daily digest Chelsea newsletter, so you'll get all the news, opinion, 
features, designer insights, trends and more, every day of the show, straight to your inbox. 
We'll bring you all of our dedicated Chelsea Flower Show 2023 coverage direct, including exclusive new 
episodes of our Talking Gardens podcast with this year’s top show garden designers. 


Sign up to our Chelsea newsletter 
by scanning this QR code with your 
phone camera or go to gardensillustrated.com/ 
chelsea/chelsea-newsletter 


Stay up to date with all things Chelsea by heading to our hub page: 
gardensillustrated.com/chelsea-flower-show 


HOMES 


CXANTIQUES UBSCRIBER 


BENEFITS 


* Save a fantastic 50%" 
on the shop price 
© Pay just £2.49 a month 
Direct Debit 


ver miss an issue 


Stylish & sustainable - the magazine 
for living with old and new 


piration and 
fantastic features on 
collectable antiques 


Katya de Grunwald 


Visit buysubscriptions.com/HAH23 
Or call 0333 016 2117 and quote HAH23 


*50% saving is only available to UK residents paying by monthly Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. UK calls 
will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starfing 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if 
offered by your phone tarif). Outside free call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p ond 55p per minute. Lines are 
open Mon to Fri 8am-6pm and Sat Sam-Ipm. Offer ends 31st December 2023. 


CLIVE NICHOLS. 
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Erythronium tuolumnense ‘Spindlestone’ 


Erythroniums are a charming 
springtime choice for dappled 
shade and woodland edges. Our 
feature on page 78 highlights 
some of the new, exciting 
cultivars coming on to the 
market from specialist 
Twelve Nunns Nursery 

in Lincolnshire. 


Take advantage of our great 
value offer to get some of the 
choicest erythroniums at a 
great price. Choose from the 
following three offer options. 


OFFER 1: STARTER PACK 

One bulb each of: 

+E. dens-canis ‘Old Aberdeen’ 

+E. californicum ‘White Beauty’ 

+ E. tuolumnense ‘Spindlestone’ 

Offer price £15 inc p&p: SAVE £3.99. 

Or three bulbs of each for £30 inc p&p: SAVE £14.99. 


OFFER 2: CONNOISSEUR'S PACK 
One bulb each of: 

+E. 'Harvington Sunshine’ 

+E. revolutum ‘Knightshayes Pink’ 

+ E.oregonum 

Offer price £22.50 inc p&p: SAVE £4.89. 


OFFER 3: NATURALISING PACKS 
+25 xE. dens-canis ‘Old Aberdeen. 

Offer price £50 inc p&p: SAVE £30.99. 
+ 25xE. californicum ‘White Beauty’ 

Offer price £55 inc p&p: SAVE £38.50. 
*15xE. ‘Harvington Sunshine’ 

Offer price £80 inc p&p: SAVE £75.24. 


DOWNTOOLS READER OFFER 


HOW TO ORDER 


+ Go online to twelvenunns.co.uk 

and click on ‘Erythronium: You'll see 

the Gardens Illustrated offer options displayed. 
Offer closes 31 May 2023. 


*While stocks last. Available to UK only (excluding the 
Channel Isles). Discount only valid for these selections. 
Plants will be delivered as dormant bulbs in July. 


Growing notes 

Plant bulbs in July/August/September, giving plants 
the chance to put roots down in autumn while the soil 
is still warm. The leaves then start to appear in late 
February before flowering later in spring. After 
flowering, the leaves die back and the bulbs become 
dormant over summer. 


Twelve Nunns Nursery also specialises in hellebores, 


trilliums, roscoeas and more. For the full range 
of plants go to twelvenunns.co.uk 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT 
VERSION 


You can buy printed 
issues of the magazine 
published up to six 
issues ago at 
buysubscriptions.com 
or see below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition - 
see page 24 


GARDENS GARDENS 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available - see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


03330 162114 +44 1604 973722 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s), 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
(COUK - £5.29 per copy (UK - £6.49 per copy 
(JEU — £5.99 per copy (IEU- £749 per copy 
GiRest of world - £6.99 per copy DiRest of world - £8.49 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
COUK— £8.49 each CIUK-£9.99 each 
CEU- £945 each CIEU-£10.50 each 
Rest of world £10.80 each LiRest of world— £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


Dil enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Our Media Ltd for £ 
(Ol would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa O Mastercard 


O OO Oo 


Expiry date LL] 


Issue no. (if shown) 


Signature se OAD ae eye 


YOUR DETAILS 


Title — Forename 


KEEP IN TOUCH 


Gardens illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 
and promotions by email, You can unsubscribe at any time. 


Please tick here if you would like to receive these 

We wouldalsolike to keepin touch by postand telephone aboutother relevant offers and promotions 
fromour publisher Our Media Limited. Ifyou'd rather not be contacted this way please tickhere 
postl phonelll. For more information about how tochange the way we contact you, and how we 
hold your personal information, please see our privacy policy, whichcan be viewed online at 
policies immediate.co.uk/privacy 


Crossword 


= 


ag 


ACROSS 

7 Genus of triandrus and jonquil (9) 
9 A pink-flowering hebe... I put in 
pinkish wine (5) 

11 Describes plants eg in genus Thalia 
or Nymphaea (7) 


12 A common name for Matteuccia 
plant:____ fern... helps to make 
compost, Richard! (7) 

13 Species term viridiflora means 
“___-flowered’ (5) 

15 Air plants dontt need this to 

grow in(5) 

17 You'll find nothing in frangipani 
leaves (3) 

18 Genus of spiky-flowered plant bred 
by George Russell (7) 

21 Plant such as ivy geranium (7) 

22 Edible mushroom... found in 
comice pears (3) 

23 Prize such as RHS'’s most prestigious 
Victoria Medal of Honour (5) 

25 Agave relative commonly called 
‘Adam's Needle’ (5) 

27 A vigorous, heavy-cropping 
gooseberry — mix it with Vinca! (7) 

29 Flowering bulbs related to Amaryllis 
— found in container in Essex (7) 

32 A dwarf, white, ‘Glendoick’ 
rhododendron- regrets having 

ends removed (5) 

33 Genus /common name of shrub 
with white bowl-shaped flowers - uh, 
a pricey sort (9) 


DOWN 

1 Nay moving a long, knobbly salad 
potato! (4) 

2 Grumble... it’s a procumbent rose 


with pale-pink flowers (6) 

3 Aromatic herb in Lamiaceae family - 
‘Money maker’ (4) 

4 A bushy pink-flowering 
rhododendron - Cupid's love (6) 

5 Strength of character — it improves 
soil drainage! (4) 

6 ___ gigantea, the giant scabious — aha, 
replica perhaps! (10) 

8 A white, petticoat narcissus — it’s poor 
alternative (7) 

10 Other common names for this 
herbaceous perennial are ‘bald money, 
‘bearwort, etc — nips leg badly! (7) 

13 Genus of purple-flowering ‘milk 
thistle’ plant... makes lattice sag (10) 

14 A named Tiarella (foam flower) - an 
ancient Japanese mercenary (5) 

16 Describes plants covered with 
whitish hairs — produces a type of 

frost at end of day (5) 

19 The poppy genus (7) 

20 Coastal plant, cabbage relative — 
moves as a leek (7) 

24 A globose, dwarf Thuja occidentalis 
(white cedar) - can aid arrangement (6) 
26 Ceanothus __, aka ‘Californian lilac 
~ produces cochineal (no lie!) (6) 

28 Prunes... but not dried plums (4) 
30 Florets surrounding a flower's 
inflorescence — they come from the 
sun (4) 

31 Break an Antirrhinum, in short (4) 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the May issue 


SOLUTIONS TO MARCH CROSSWORD 

ACROSS 1 Inkcap 5 Bistort 9 Dog’s tail 10 Thomas 11 Whin 13 Troon 14 Lush 15 Keels 
17 Neopanax 19 Anemones 22 Agave 24 Acer 25 Korma 27 Tutu 28 Clones 29 Arum lily 
31 Acacias 32 Sweeps. DOWN 2 Neo 3 Cushnie 4 Plant 5 Balloon 6 Satan 7 Onoclea 

8 Transparent 12 Hakonechloa 16 Sun 18 Ova 20 Maranta 21 Spreads 23 Astilbe 

25 Kushi 26 Arums 30 Lip. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens to visit 


Spring is a great time to visit this collection of glorious gardens 


MORTON HALL 

Morton Hall Gardens’ popular Tulip Festival returns 29 April to 1 May, in 
conjunction with the Royal Shakespeare Company and Bloms Bulbs. Stunning 
tulips in exciting planting combinations, cut flower show with expert advice 
from Bloms, and display of colourful costumes. Pre-booking required. 
Worcestershire B96 6SJ | 01386 791820 | mortonhallgardens.co.uk 


wo 


DYFFRYN GARDENS 
Dyffryn Gardens is beautiful year-round, but spring is a celebration of 
colour with flower displays across the gardens and blossom on every cherry 


and magnolia tree. From April’s Easter adventures, to the beauty of blossom 
throughout spring, it’s the season for exciting events at Dyffryn Gardens. 
St Nicholas, Vale of Glamorgan, CF5 6FZ | nationaltrust.org.uk/dyffryn-gardens 
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HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 

Feel uplifted by over 40,000 tulips proudly standing to attention and providing 
a visual feast of spring colour. Tulip Celebrations at Hever Castle & Gardens will see 
the gardeners lead visitors on daily tours of the Castle grounds which will be ablaze 
with tulips in every conceivable colour, from 17-23 April 2023. 
Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG | 01732 865224 | hevercastle.co.uk 


PICTON CASTLE GARDENS 

Beautiful RHS partner gardens surround this 13th-century castle in the 
heart of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. With year-round interest and 
many features to explore, the gardens have something for everyone. Highlights 
include the historic walled garden, fernery and secluded dew pond. 


Pembrokeshire SA62 4AS | info@pictoncastle.co.uk | pictoncastle.co.uk 


CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 

Spring Open Day — Saturday 22 April. Enjoy FREE entry and a plant fair. 
Over 30 stalls showcasing nurseries, houseplants and much more! There will 
be free drop-in gardening demonstrations, and The Physic Garden Café will be 
open for snacks, hot and cold drinks and sit down dining. Open 10am-5pm. 
66 Royal Hospital Road, London SW3 4HS | chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired with the best plant and bulb suppliers 


LANGTHORNS PLANTERY 


With an eye for the unusual and a 
vast range of plants of all sizes, 
the team at Langthorns Plantery 
are on hand to help you choose 
the right plants for your garden. 
Our collection of more than 5,000 
varieties includes ornamental and 
fruit trees, shrubs, perennials, 
roses, climbers, bamboos, grasses, 
herbs and wildflowers. View 
online or visit our Plantery and 
share our passion for plants. 


langthorns.com | 01371 872611 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


A plantsman’s paradise and an 
independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands open seven days 
a week. We specialise in hellebores, 
hardy cyclamen, salvias, hepaticas, 
lewisias, hydrangeas, dwarf 
conifers, snowdrops, primula 
auricula and many more beautiful 
plants. Our UK mail order service 


BUNKERS HILL PLANT NURSERY 


A family-run plant nursery near 
Woodstock in Oxfordshire, with an 
old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. In autumn and winter we 
specialise in bareroot stock of roses, 
soft fruit, fruit trees, ornamental 
trees, hedging, pleached trees and 
rootball plants. Then in spring 
and summer the nursery is 


sends plants, garden essentials and bursting with a huge selection of 
gifts direct to your doorstep. perennials and shrubs with an 
John’s Garden is open every assortment of rare or unusual 
Saturday for charity. Please visit plants. We are also pleased to send 
our website for full details. bulbs and roses nationwide. 
ashwoodnurseries.com | 01384 401996 bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk | 01869 331492 


BEETHAM NURSERIES OLD COURT NURSERIES 


Illustrations: Kassiia Sergacheva/Getty 


Beetham Nurseries is a family- 
owned, independent Garden 
Centre and Growing Nursery on 
the A6 in south Cumbria, just four 
miles from the M6 motorway. 
Established in 1984, we are proud 
to offer our customers something 
different and unique. The Growing 
Nursery is a traditional retail plant 
nursery where you will find 
thousands of herbaceous 
perennials; they will always be 
interesting and grown by us here 
at Beetham Nurseries. 


beethamnurseries.co.uk | 015395 63630 


Specialist family-run nursery and 
garden. Catalogue available on 
request or online. Order now for 
May 2023 delivery of Michaelmas 
daisies and more. 


autumnasters.co.uk | 01684540416 


IN THE NEXT ISSUE 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


MAY 


+ Immersive planting brings a country feel to a city garden 


+ Peter Berg's signature rocks are softened by naturalistic 
planting in this green, family-friendly garden 


+ Bright blooms and bluebells in Cornwall's best-kept secret 


+ Prepare to fall in love with the delicate blossoms 
of Matsumae flowering cherries 


+ Discover the gardens, the people and the trends to look 
out for at the 2023 RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
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DRAKE, CLIVE NICHOLS 
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CELEBRATING 


GAR*®**ENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


ON SALE 28 APRIL 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition - see page 24. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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TRUE COLOURS 


Do gardens need a carefully considered colour scheme, or are they better when 


a mix of spontaneous, clashing colours come to the fore? Alice Vincent is undecided 


hen Barack Obama was 

having a_ particularly 

trying day, he would 

apparently often fantasise 

about abandoning the 
White House for Hawaii, where he would 
open a T-shirt shack that only sold white 
T-shirts in size medium. I have little in 
common with the former US President, but I 
too entertain a T-shirt-based fantasy: making 
a small run of ethically produced shirts that 
read: ‘Colour schemes are for Monty. 


Is it the ultimate gardening in-joke? I think so. 
Its not of my own creation. A couple of 
summers ago, while despairing at the motley 
collection of orange, yellow and pink flowers 
that appeared in the first bed I'd ever planted, 
a friend sympathised. “Don't fret about it? she 
said. “Colour schemes are for Monty.” 


Monty, of course, being Don, the Gardeners’ 
World host and custodian of a couple of acres 
filled with a dozen different gardens, each 
with their own meticulous colour scheme. In 
this instance he’s a by-word for Proper 
Gardeners: ones whose beds and pots are an 
elegant cohesion of carefully chosen tones, 
who never get distracted by a lurid impulse 
purchase or find a rogue red poppy standing 
tall among a sea of violet blooms. 
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Choosing a colour scheme is one of the first 
things garden designers and their many books 
advise. Last year saw the publication of The 
Gardener’: Palette, Jo Thompson’ inspiring 
and pleasingly practical book that contains no 
fewer than 100 planting schemes. In theory, 
a clear, limited scheme should make choosing 
and buying plants easier, and yet I’ve always 
strayed from my tasteful intentions when it 
comes to, say, peony season, or I want to grow 
a gaudy handful of sweet peas to cut and bring 
into the house. 


It transpires I needed an intervention to make 
the colour scheme happen. Late last summer, 
I enlisted the services of Susanna Grant, the 
plantswoman behind east London shade plant 
emporium Linda and author of Shade, an 
indispensable pocket guide to low-light 
planting. Very gently, Susanna and I toured 
my messy, post-heatwave garden, examining 
it from above as well as on the ground. We 
picked out things that were thriving and 
things that weren't. And then, quite casually, 
she announced that I should stick to the 
muted pinks of hollyhocks, Diascia ‘Aurora 
Apricot’ and x Alcalthaea _ suffrutescens 
‘Parkfrieden’ — all plants already in the garden 
~ and white, with perhaps a splash of yellow 
from my beloved rampaging fennel. And 
there it was: a colour scheme. One that felt 


both alien (I've been protesting at pink 
and yellow in the garden for years) and 
completely logical (nobody else has been 
bringing these plants in). 


A few weeks later I was fortunate enough to 
visit Joanna McKerr’s beautiful garden near 
Bath, where she told me she was “a bit anal 
about my colours; I like them to be very muted 
and matching” By that time of year, her 
meadows were either elegant skeletons or cut 
down, but in Joanna’ gravel garden I could see 
her meticulous scheme in action: palest pinks, 
soft white, a hit of yellow. It was the best 
encouragement I could have asked for. 


These three colours have become a vital 
framework for rethinking the garden ahead of 
the new plans I have for it this summer. This 
will be my third summer in the garden (the 
first [ve had any autonomy over) and after 
two years of mad experimentation and 
picking up largely what I’ve wanted, what I’ve 
aped and what has been kindly given to me, 
I'm ready for some colour scheme constraints. 


Does this make me a Monty? The jury's out, 
the season is young, and the potential for 
falling for a scarlet pelargonium or purple 
penstemon is high. Time will tell. And I still 
want to make the T-shirt thing happen. 0 
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